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. . L 3. after bapti iſe : add 


a quotation which I make, 5 to 
ſhew that, allowing my particular date 

of Chriſt's birth and that he was baptiſed 
when he entered on his thirtieth year, a 
it month for the baptiſm of him and of 


many others in the river Jordan i 
aſſigned: for it is manifeſt that I aer | 


from this learned writer as to the time 


8 when John began to preach and baptiſe; 


which I place in ſpring, and not in 
autumn. 5 
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Reverend Sir, 


Irsee vignettes on- 
troverſy, that many of the points de- |} 
bated have only a relative importance, 
becauſe thoſe who are engaged in it 
maintain oppoſſte ſentiments about them. 
At the ſame time, the ſubject which em- 
ploys us is connected with ſome ſerip- 
tural (queſtions, and with ſome general” , 
1 of Ph criticiſm, which 
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cannot be indifferent to any lover of 
ſacred literature. Upon this account, 
and from reſpect to your character, I 
ſhall reſume the ſubje& of our former 
letters; and, in the method which you 


have preſcribed, ſhall briefly reconſider 


the principal topics on which we differ. 


8 E E 7. ih "6A" 
o the Telimany of the fer Fa aher 


THERE are two nett wn 2 
ſages among thoſe in which the: ancients 


aſſert that Chriſt preached about a year. 


Origen ſays, that „he taught a year 
and a few. months *. And Euſebius's 


Words are, Ws may ſee that the other 


kt 1 „„ three 
6 397 Ea Bened. 


£51] 


three evangeliſts have written only our 


Savioui's actions for one year, after the 
- impriſonment of John the Baptiſt ; and 
that they have declared this in the begin- 
ning of their hiſtory *. There is ſome 
difficulty in reconciling theſe writers with 


themſelves. For Origen: has, obſerved 


in another place, that * Judas did not 


paſs even three years in company with - 


jeſus +.” And we read in Euſebius: 6 As 
| Jeſus began to teach in the Highprieſt- 
hood of Annas, and continued. till the 


government of Caiaphas, the interme- 


diate time is not four years complete I.“ 
And again, in the ſame chapter: There 
fore the whole time of our Saviour's- 
1 is ſhewn. to be not completely 
four n 3 becauſe four Highprieſis. 


ig Mes performed 
E. H. iii. xxiv. I De Princ. iv. 160. 


„ 


£861 


| performed a yearly. adminiſtration for 


four years, from Annas to the appoint- 
ment of Caiaphas.” And once more in 
his. * demonſtratio evangelica: a The 


whole time of our Saviour's teaching and 
working miracles is related to be three 


years and a half, This the evangeliſt 
John will in ſome meaſure ſhew to ſuch 


as accurately trace his goſpel.” Lardner 


reconciles Origen © by ſuppoſing, that 


he thought our Saviour's whole miniftry 


was above two, but not quite three 
years; whilſt the moſt publie part of it 


did not conſiſt of mere than a year and 


fome months f.“ And, without having - 


this remark in view, have extended 
he conjecture to the early Chriſtian 


ne in 6 who adopted the 
; notion 


L. viii. 400. f Cred. part ii. v. iii. 137. 


/ 


+1 


notion of the miniſterial year: 6 They * 

thought that the three firſt evangeliſts 
recorded only our Lord's actions for one 
year, after Jolin's impriſonment; and 
ſeem to have put the more public part 
of We ee as 4 whole of i it. We 


- You repfethit it as a hee a. 
quence of this ſuggeſtion, that the ancients. 
are equally reſponſible. with Mr. Manm 
and yourſelf for all the difficulties | in the 

 bypothefis which you have revived: and 
it is matter of wonder to you that I. 
ſhould not have W lis _ 
quence f. „ 


O 4 Ks of the 1 1 1900 
from Origen and Euſebius, I doubt he- 
iher there be that exact agreement 


thet th between 


i 
| 


— — 


4 =} " {£1 * 
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* Letter, p. 132¼0M a4 ever p. 30, 31. 
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„ 
between your ſyſtem and their's which 


you ſuppoſe.” According to you, there : 
Vas the preciſe interval of a year between 


that paſſover at which Jeſus firſt exer- 
ciſed his prophetical office in Jeruſalem, 
and that at which he was crucified. But 


we cannot diſcover what ſpace of time 


elapſed, according to Origen- and Eu- 
ſebius, between the firit paſſover and the 


impriſonment of John the Baptiſt : and 
925 therefore they may have allowed ſome ö 


Ex. 


«HW... '< 4 


employed by him in Judea, where it 
is expreſsly recorded that he tarried * 
with his diſciples, and baptiſed great 


numbers. So that the ſuppoſition of | 


Uſe writers will not be neceſſarily over- 
wens, 


E ; 
8 4 
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ien FL 
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ef rs eee e after 3 
that feaſt; and particularly for the tine 


f 


1 ONE 
| thrown, by admitting the intermediate ® 
paſſover about the exiſtence of which we 
ſo totally differ. For Origen's few months: 
might be deemed by him ſufficient for -- 
the tranſactions which he placed between 
the Baptiſt's impriſonment and the firſt 
miraculous ſ feeding of a great multi- 
tude: and the word. year in Euſebius 
may as properly be uſed for a period 
which did not greatly exceed that Ps 
as for one which fell ſomewhat ſhort of it. 
It 4 ſhould have been ſaid, that Mat- 
« thew: Mark and Luke related events 
66 of „one year and ſomewhat more, 
meaning the time and actions of our 
Lord's moſt. public miniſtry. - For it 
t ſeems to me that the ancients ſup-- 
. e our Lords ORE to- have- 


. A 5 " | © laſted, 
* Slow 1 8 17 John 3 
ä 4 Lardner cred. ſuppl. i Ke 444. . | 


beg 


= 12 \ 
— , 
n e 3 7 "I N 
- 


6 lafled, in the whole, fomewhat more 
bt than two e ; 


1 


0 1 uch doubt Sect an berate 


compariſon of me four goſpels was made 
dy the Chriſtian Fathers who ſeem to 


maintain your opinion, or who actually 


| maintained it. it. The progreſs of the hu- 

man mind is generally flow, and its 

firſt attempts feeble, on every nice fab- - 
ject. I am inclined to believe that, be- 


cauſe the three firſt evangeliſts did not 


| ſpecify any Jewiſh feaft before the laſt 


paſſover, many of theſe ancient writers 
too haftily contracted the public events 
of our Lord's hiſtory into the compaſs of 


a ſingle year. And 1 find that Chem- 
nitius has expreſſed himſelf to the ſame 
effect: ene herc opinio 3 


del, 


« * 
— 


7 Proleg. in harmoniam, p. TY | 


hs 


* 


inde, quod Nlatthæus Mareus r Lucas, 


in tota hiſtoria evangelicà, unius tantum 
paſchatis expreſſam mentionem faciunt, 
And the Alogi brought an accuſation 
againſt St. John, becaufe he repreſented 
Jeſus as celebrating two paſſovers, when 
the ather evangeliſts only mentioned the 
celebration of one *. I apprehend that 


in this part of his narration, as in ſome 


_ oy charged! him with Not 


8 * nat afraid of. ons or ar- 
niet any human authority whatever, 


when I have reafon to think that it ſup». 


ports erroneous poſitions. - In theſe days. 


of enquiry and knowledge, a blind ac- 
quieſcenee in the opinion of the Fathers 


would be one of * humbleſt kinds of 
infellactbed 3 Whatever miſtakes 


Rt my 
* Ee deen P · 444. WY Colen. 16825 


e p. 441. $18. 3 


rr n 


r re 
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or embarraſſments are placed to the 
charge of the ® moderns on the ſubject 
before us, are of courſe imputed to all 
eſpouſers of the ſame tenet in every age. 
If you have ſuffered the ancients to * 
lead you into theſe difficulties, I owe 
them no ſuch implicit deference.” I am 
content to differ from them, provided 
that Leser ree wich ths: m 255 1 100 


And yet you alk on what 3 ob au- 
f thority we can diſpute the ſuppoſition: of 


Euſebius and al} the ancients; that the 


three firſt eyangelifts related- the events 
Ko my one FO of our n * 


1 be the 8 af this 92 
oy but not it's univerfality; and 1 
_ [think that it may be combated on. the 


= Ee bn: authority 
oa S Second Letter, p· hn. | 0 


„„ = 


authority of the goſpels themſelves, wit 


out departing from the true pg | 
* aui or en eee 


I W 
i, 4 Se 7 A 


Lam next to i with wiki at. 
tention, kow-the- ancients came tio adopt 
this opinion, ſuppoſing it not to be true. 
Fou think that the mem not de- 
rived from Iſaiabꝰs prophecy, Hes ent me 
to preach the acceptable year of thi Lords; 
dut that the interpretation” of the pro- 
phecy aroſe from the opinion. And you 
ſay, When + all the prophetical lan- 
guage is highly figurative; who! Would 
have thought of interpreting ſuck an ex. 
Preſſion as the acceptable year F the Lord 
literally, if it had not been countenanced 
: by an opinion previouſly! eftabliſhed>on - 
" Bone eee that our Lord did 


| * C. hi. 2. i Mes Cones 


<4. 
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parables and allegories-oceur-in them, 


4 1 


* ere _—_— more than one 
| pens as S611 15 BO 5 IO 
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Now we at Fran he lrenæus . 


the Valentinians were wont te uſe this 
manner of proving their ſtrange conceits. 
They try to draw their progfs, not 
only from the evangelieal and gpoſtolical 
writings, perverting interpretations, and 


falſifying expoſitions ; but alfo from the 8 


and they ate able by their expolnion-to 8 


direct the ambiguity to many purpoſes.” 
And the learned Mr. Mann himſclf has 


produced three: arguments to ſhew that 


he word ger in this place is to be under - 
mood, not with latunde for e er 


eee eee * 1788 


= JO 94 Clemens 


12 P. 19. ed. Grabe 
+ Ed. Lat. p. 456. 


1 5 1 


.-Elenizns * Alexandrinus ite a 


| leges the words of the prophet as a proof 
of wy fact, that Chriſt preached a ſingle 


ves My two f authorities from wo i? 


næus are parts of diſtinct chapters, and 
muſt not be conſidered” as one"cohererit 


argument. In the former paſſage, the 


Valentinians are "repreſerited* as ende. 
vouring to eofffirm” their opinion ffom 


the prophet: bim in the latter they are | 


fad to ſupport their idle notion con- 
cerninę g what is written, fo proc lait the 
 aterptable” 'ybur of the Lord. by afferti ng 
that Chriſt Preacfied one Fer, and tos. 
 feretin the twelfth month,” They; were 


certainly vicious reaſoners; thus to proye 


v W 1 1 20 cri 
ln That 


| 1 iſt Lan, R 6p 131. 
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— book by their interpretation of the pro- 334 
cy, and their interpretation of” tlie i 


at 
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That the opinion aroſe from the pro- 
hecy has been aſſerted by many learned 
men. Our readers muſt judge between 


vou and them. Grotius ſays, Falluntur 


veteres, tum Clemens & Valentiniani, 


qui /unc. colligebant uno anno peractum 


Chriſti e. And Wolzogenius's. 


note on the me, paſſage. is, Ex hoc loco 
olim Valentinus hæœreticus & ali non- 


nulli collegerunt, Chriſtum totum prædi- 
cationis ſuæ curſum ſpatio unius anni. 


abſolviſſe. Sed error iſte facile ex chro- 
nologia & ſupputatione temporum refu- 
tatur. Nam ad minimum tria paſchata. 
apud evangeliſtas habentur. + Whitby's 


words are, Ex hoc loco Gnoſtici conten- 
debant Chriſtum uno tantum poſt bap- 


: tiſmum anno prædicaſſe. And again: 
Some of the F athers: fell. inte this error, 


1 8 not 
oft . In Luc, i iv. 19. | 
+ Stticturæ Patrum in loc. 


e 

not on account of the evangeliſts, but 

of the prophet Iſaiah, ſaying, He was 

ſent to A the acceptable year of the 
*, I am ſatisfied, ſays Pilkington, 

that this opinion was never taken up from 

any examination of the ; ſeries. of the 
evangelical hiſtory, but aroſe from a r 
n of Ifaiah ep 28 ee 297 
WY is certain net on another n | 

75 its Valentinians aſſumed an hypotheſis; 
and made the ſcriptures bend to iti: for, 
in order to eſtabliſn a fanciful opinion 
$ about the paſſion of their twelfth on, 

they aſſerted that Jeſus ſuffered in the 

twelfth month of the Jewiſh year, and 


£ 


+ aint, 5thed. v. 1. p. 465. 
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Lou next ® wonder that I mould ſo 
much as en. the epiſtles of Igna- 


8 tius. I have only mentioned them in 
a quotation from Whiſton : and, not ts 


miſlead my reader, I have immediately 


fubjoined from Lardner; that, according 


to the general opinion. of learned men, 
the epiſtles referred: to are interpolated. 


Von prefer the teflicmony of Archelius 
to that of Irenaius; of an eminent Bi- 


op in the Bait to à Weſlern Father; 
And yet, fays: + Lardner, ii is proba- 
bie from Irenæus's name that He was a 
Greek; and from his early acquairitance 


with Polycarp, that he was of Afia.“ He 
alſo lived about a century earlier, and 
was a ow hearer of ls + But 

en 


* 2d wi, p. 35 Dig + Letter; p. 133. 


4 E 4 See Cred. p. ii. v. i. pag. 344. 193, 4 


— 


19 1 
KS was a diſciple of the Apefle | 
John, and converſed with others who 


8 ſeen the Lord, 


1 you 388 me to make ſome ob- 
* ſervation on the general aſſertion of the 
ancients, that Chriſt ſuffered under the 
conſulſnip of the Gemini, I ſhall freely 
declare my ſentiments on that. ſubject. - 
If the years of. Tiberius's reign can- 
nat be computed | from his parther- 
hip in the empire With Uguſtus; in 
other words, if the ancient Chriſtian wile 
ters did not compute theſe years in a 
manner different from St. Luke, I muſt 
then ſay that this notation of time ſtands 
F connected with the opinion that Chrift 
preached a ſingle year; and that thoſe 
who allowed this term to our Lord's mi- 


niſtry ſearched the conſular faſti for the 
FI TRIP 
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magiſtrates belonging to their n 
year of Chriſt's death, and tranſmitted to 
us the names of Rubellius Geminus and 
Fufius Geminus. I do not ſuppoſe this 
a traditionary fact which gave riſe to the 
IT a concluſion uc from! it. 


The . . the ancients : 


on this point is worth noting. Ter- 


tullian, Julius Africanus, and Lactantius 
fay, that Chriſt ſuffered in the 15th of 


a Tiberius, under the conſulſhips of the 


Gemini. Lou attempt to extricate them 
from the error of aſſigning the 15th of 
Tiberius to this event, by ſaying, that, 


as Auguſtus died in the month of Au- 


guſt, the remainder of chat year may be 
aſcribed 1 to him Ms 9 8 


* gee No Cleres. Diſſertation de annis vitæ 
Chriſti, prefixed to his Harmony. 


N Obſ: on Harm, p. 5. 


tal | 
| But 1 may as juſtly require authority for 
this computation of Tiberius s reign from 
_ theft of January, and not from the 
19th of Auguſt, as you demand. an in- 

tance of reckoning. his years from. his 
becoming colleague 1 in the empire, and 
not from the death of his predeceſſor, 


* 


Huey 1 W hg to a following 
: obſervation in Clemens Alexandrinus: 5 
* Some who accurately weigh matters 


wo | refer Jeſus's paſſion to the 6 xteenth year 


«| of Tiberius Ceſar.“ 1 he + anony- 

mous author of a computation of Eaſter, 
ſuppoſed to have been contem porary with 
Cyprian, and therefore to have lived 
about the middle af the third century, 


5 more than once inſiſts on the opinion 


1 ak ; gf: + IP 4 12 that 


. Sub p- 340. Pearce's Commit p. lix, N 
+ Laaer, Cred. part ii. v. iv. 65. 1 . 


* 
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e that Chriſt, having been baptiſed i in 
the 1 gth year of Tiberius, was crucified 
in the 16th year of the ſame reign 5 
Which he calls the 3 iſt year of his life, 
Epiphanius places the two Gemini in 
our Lord's 3ſt year; then follow Rufus 


and Rubellio, to whom ſucceed Vini- 
cius and Longinus Caſſius, under whoſe 
conſulſhips he ſays that our Lord ſuffered, 


n 2 3 30 You of his | incarnation, You 


of Aquitain, as quoted by Valefius i in his 


notes on Euſebius. Proſper 8 words are 


ſo remarkable, that 1 ſhall give them at 


large. Quidam putant Dominum noſ- 
trum Jeſum Chriftum 15 anno regni Ti- 


N berii Cæſaris, 1d eſt, duobus Geminis coſs. 
crucifixum: quo anno ſecundum indu- 
biratam Luce tyangeliftz: auctoritatem 


„ e 
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T H. E. I. 1. c. . aiLonerp 6 


Ld Ne 2 n 


— 


1 „ 


bapt3zutin eum eſſe ani eſt, & 
evangelium regni cœlorum prædicare 


_ ccepifſe. Secundum vero Joannis evan- 


gelium, feltivitati Paſchæ Judæorum 
ter Dominum interfuiſſe cognoſcimus : i 
ut appareat tertium fuiſſe illud paſcha 
TY verus agnus ſuo ſanguine conſecra- 

Proinde conſules quidem 2 mani- 


— 


feliatione Domini, id eſt a duobus Ge 


minis, inchoamus. Sed tertios ah iis con- 


ſules Dominice mae, adſcribimus?,” 5 


1 1 grant t chat the opinion of the . 
Tial year may be traced back as high as 
the time of Marcion and Valentinus, or 
to about A. 8 It is alſo true that 
the Alogi held this doctrine as well as the 
| We eee called apt 


| * This chronploger Sod A. 5. 468.” os 


* Epiphan, r p. 40. I bb. 4 „ 
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by His name, becauſe they received 


not the Logos preached by St. John, and 


rejected his writings in general; which, 


as they were aſhamed to contradict the 


beloved Apoſtle, they aſcribed to Ceri n- 
thus. But I rather attribute this opinion 
to the reaſonings and criticiſms of theſe 


men, than to tradition. If we think it 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe the reality of a . 
tradition” that Chriſt preached a fingle 
year, becauſe Valentinus, for inſtance, 


was of opinion that the time of his preach- 


ing did not exceed one year ; bow ſhall 
we avoid acknowledging a tradition that 
Chrift was crucified in the twelfth month - 
of the Jewiſh year, ſince Valentinus was 
alſo of that opinion? But that you either 


do not eſteem the argument from tradi- 
on in ſuch a caſe a concluſive one, or 


8 do not think. it Jae to infer a tra- 


dition i 


* 4 . . 
f * : 
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| dition from the aſſertion of the early 


| writers, appears from this; that though 8 


Valentinus adapted his thirty Eons to 


the ſuppoſed thirty yeurs of : Chriſt's life, 


and Clemens Alexandrinus and Tertul- 


lian ſay that Chriſt ſuffered at that age, 
and Trenzus, who lived fifty years 


later than Valentinus, pleads in the 


ſtrongeſt terms a tradition in the other 


extreme that Chriſt reached his fiftieth 
year, yet to-theſe authorities you oppoſe 
chronological reaſoning, and ee 
to have Wee? in wy" TITER yn 


As the' ancients: FIR 00 9 
curacy on this particular ſubject, ſome 
allowing only one paſſover in our Lord's 
miniſtry, others aſſerting that. Chriſt 
| died ne the year in which the Bap- 
7 | B - 
* L. i. % Lener, p 43: g 
x See Le Clere. Harm. 51 3 
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| * iſt began to preach, others arguing Kb 
| ur years of Chriſt's miniſtry from a 

| fancied ſucceſſion! of annual highprieſts, 

| and others alleging apoſtolical tradition 
| 


for ſo advanced à period of Chriſt's life 
as fifty: years; I cannot ſee why ſo great 
ͤL Aa ſtreſs ſhould be laid on their authority: : 
ll:  - eſpecially/when we-confider what groſs 
| 4 oy errors ſome of them have made in hiſtory, 
| and how weak their criticiſms are on 
: EZ many other parts of the ſcriptures. 
| _ __ Whitby, after enumerating ſeveral in- 
| ſtances of their miſtakes, concludes thus: 
55 Dicat nunc vir eruditus, 1 
1 pollens, utrum hic Patrum veſligiis in- 
= 1 ſiſtere, atque in eorum interpretamentis 5 
accuieſcere, tutum fuerit & rationi con- 
bonum: aut fi hanc methodum, expe- 
rientia duce, in muſtis fallacem, periculi 
| Plenam, 


1 
plenam, ipſi denique veritati contrariam, 5 
non invenerit “.“ „ 5 
* The benen thim ſelves, ſays + Jortin, 
uſually deſerve much reſpect, and their 
writings are highly uſeful on ſeveral ac- | 
counts ; but it is better to defer too e | 
_ little, than too much, to their deciſions, if > "_ 
and to the authority 9. gaga | 
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The following are addificnat teſtimo- | ; 

nies of the ancients which Have lately "2 

| c0ccurred to me, reſpecling the length of 5 ; f 

1 Chhriſt's miniſtry. Cyril F, on Iſai. xxix i 


lays, Per totum biennium, uni verſam 
** Peragrans Judæam Chriſtus e 5 
eee 7 


1 StiQure 1 Pref xvii, 
+ H. E. i. 365, ed. 1767. 1 * 5 
2 See Macnights reli. obſ, to his harmony 
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predientionera Judzis tradidit. And * 
Caſſiodorus in his chronicle tells us, that 
Jeſus was crucified f two years after the 
conſulſhip of the Gemini. ' Alii quatuor 
paſchata numerant ab initio prædicationis 
Chriſti, inter quos eſt. auctor chronici 
Alexandrini. Many learned men think - 
dhat the Alexandrian or Paſchal chronicle 
was written about the year 600. The 
words of the author are, Poſt bap- 
tiſmum in Jordane, tres alios - annos 
[ morbis aliorum curandis, inter diſcipulos 
1 | verſatus, conſumpſit. Bede, who, died 
A. D. 735, aſſeris it as the belief of the 
church that our Lord was baptiſed i in his _ 
thirtieth year, that he lived a little be- 
A a his thirty- third year, _ 1 = 
_ Caſſiodorus lived about A. D. 470, 3 
I See Macnight's prelim. obſ. to his harm. p. 25. 


5 1 Valeſius. not. mans 
Biblioth, * xii. 929. 
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after his baptiſm three years and a 
half “. 7 
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1 ſhall only obſer e 8 on this : 
ſection, that I have nothing new to ad- 


vance, after Le Clerc, Lardner, Pilking- 
ton, Macknight, Biſhop Pearce, &c. 


7 on the intricate ſubject of the preciſe 


year in which Chriſt was born. But I 
would much rather admit, with theſe 


learned writers, that the former part of 


Tiberius s reign was concurrent with the 
latter part of Auguſtuss s, or ſuppoſe 
ſome miſtake of dates in Joſephus's hif- 
tory of Herod, than underſtand St. Luke 


of Jeſus's thirty- fifth year, when he 


Va writes, that he. was about thirty years 
of age, beginning ＋ 5 to We; 2 
' "SECT. 


6 J. Voſſtüs, . | a The has 

* "Agxojpineg E omitted i in the 350 and Kine 
pic verſions. Perhaps the cranllators did not know 
bow to render it. | . 
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| 5 FROM the very circuit man. 
l 1 ner in which St. Luke has dated the be- 

1 ginning of John's minifiry, Mr. Mann? 

| _ argued that this remarkable year muſt 


_ -  . all have been the final one of Je- 
= ſus's life; ? and aſſerted that nothing 
_ == could be more abſurd or mcredible than 
Y N 2 the ſuppoſition, that an hiſtorian, who 
| „ accurately diſtinguiſhed the time 


oben the Meffah's hatbinger left e 
| - "Yelwt to preach, ſhould be filent on : 


| the more important epocha of the Meſ- 
"INK faah's death. But here you juſtly charge 
a a Sh 12 5 . 3 175 ab, Mr. 
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1 
_ Mil Mann with a idee becauſe 
if * Chriſt was baptiſed in the fif- 
teenth year of Tiberius, and preached 
one intire year after that, he muſt have 
died in the ſixteenth of that emperor.” 
However, you think it a + neceſſary infe- 
rence from St. Luke's circumſtantiality, 
that Chriſt ſuffered in the year imme- 
diately following the fifteenth of Tiberius. 
And in another place you ſay, The + 
conduct of Luke on this occaſion affords 
almoſt - a\ demonſtration} that the year o 
Chriſt's death agg . e as OO 
. e b Sek 1d&m e nne | 
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"La: us wry this way. of btn in a 
* e inſtance, which I owe to the 
dane of a le friend.” Salluſt U 


Q&T 5150 21:65 +l 
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Dion Caſſius aſſures us, in the beginning 


8e ] 


has dated the beginning of the Catilinarian 


Caius Figulus; and he has given no 


date to that more remarkable event, the 
batile in which Catiline fell. It ſhould 
follow therefore, by yout way of arguing, 


that the conſpiracy was quaſhed the year 


after it broke out; and that . one ꝰ date 


: would not have been ſufficient for the 


writer's purpoſe if, in his own idea, ihe 
whole narrative had not been ſo cloſely 
cotmected, that the place of all the im- 
portant events might be determined:from 


' the date that he had given.“ Yet the 


fact is, that this memorable defeat Aid 
not happen under the ſucceeding conful- 


* 


Letter, p. 46. 8 + L. 37. 5 39. ö 


T 8 1 


of e year when Silanus and — 
were conſuls. And the epitomiſer * of 
__Hyy expreſſes himſelf to the fame pur- 
. pole, when he ſays that Catiline and his 
any were flain by C. Antonius * 


2 ts admit that © one + date 
= would not have been ſufficient for the 
writer's: purpoſe, if, in his own idea, . 
the whole narrative had not been ſo 
| cloſely connected that the place of all 
the important events might be deter- 
mined from the date that he had given.” 
But, in ſuch inftances as this, it is by no 
means neceſſary that all the events re- 
EF lated ſhould be compriſed within one 
or twe years. If they all happened 
5 wioithin three or four years, by aſſigning 
£2 A | date to-the firſt of them the pes 7 
| N 8 of 
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of. all the ather important events. is Pl 1 


termined with exactneſs enough for every 
uſeful purpoſe: their * place in univerſal 
time, and relation to other events, are 


; RE Ns though not preciſely... 


In er night k view your argu- 


ment, I cannot diſcover that ſtrength 4 


which you are diſpoſed to allow it. The 
evangeliſts are very ſparing of dates; 
and thoſe which they furniſh all occur in. 


che opening of their ſubject, St. Luke 


mentions that Zacharias was-prieſt in the 
days of Herod king of Judea, and: that 
Jeſus was born at the time of an + en- 
rolment. in the reign. of Auguſtus... St, 


Matthew alſo obſerves that Jeſus was - 


born in. the days of King Herod ; and, 


beſides the paſſage which. we are dif 
cuſling,, 


* . . . 1 C. d. 8 C. i ii. 1. 
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Ta 7 
culling; I have 'no recollection of any” 


other date but what is of - courſe inter- 


woven” with tlie hiſtory And* yet you 
ſeem to expect the fame conduẽt from 
St. Luke as from a regular annaliſt: 

and to writers of this claſs alone i incon 
fency | in the uſe of dates can be _ 
perly imputed... The commencement: 
of preaching the goſpel is uſfiered in by 
him with: much preciſion: Fhe great: 
events of Chriſt's life followed in a mo- 
derate period: of time, undefined by ufs 
writer; But which many have thought. 
to be diſtinctly defined by another evan-- 
geliſt. And it is ſhewn by St. Luke 
that the appearance of Chriſt was at a 
time which fulfilled the prophecies of the 
old teſtament, and was very fit in itſelf 


for reaſons with. which divines are wel: 
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< But ® n bimſelf ſays nothi ng of all 


this” It is not the manner of the evan- 


geliſts to make ſuch remarks: [they leave 
them to the ae ee of their refers: 


K * no means . his e 
I as ſuppoſing a propriety in John's 


- manifeſtation of himſelf” during * the fif- 


teenth year of Tiberius, as oppoſed to a 
few years before or after. He fuggeſis 
he fitneſs of the time in general and, by 
his accurate date of John's miniſtry, gives 
a ſufficiently determinate date to all the 
material events of Chriſt's hiſtory. -You 
expreſs my.idea when you lay, * Luke + 
' appears evidently to have given a date to 
his hiſtory. juſt as other hiſtorians have 


< * 
* 1 7 3 N | 
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done to their's, without any particular 
regard to one event more than another, 


* 


12 ] 
- bat merely to ſhew it's place in univerſal 
time, and it's relation to other events.“ 


I allo allow the cloſe connexion of the 


ſubſequent facts: but think the partieu- 


larity of date equally proper, whether the 
important event of Chriſt's. death hap- 
"us one or four To. afterwards. 


* 


When! Sir Kone . 3 „ The 
umes of the birth and paſſion of Chriſ 
with ſuch like niceties, being not material 
to religion, were little regarded by the 
Chhriſtians of the firſt age; he plainly 


means the preciſe dates of thoſe:everits. 
He did not mtend to obſerve that the gene: 
ral Period of Chriſt's appearance was im- 


material: and therefore this might well be 
determined, though neither the particular 
year of his birth ner of his death is re · 
corded for the ſatisfaction of the curious. 


SECT. 


* Obſ. on Dan, p. 144. 
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of the bre of Herod,” and is other 


Jeu, concerning Jeſus, at . time ne of the 
. e 
1 NOW come to your "third | abi 
argument in ſupport of the miniſterial. 
Pear: Arguments of this kind, Which 
reſt on probable or ſpecious maxims, are 
inconcluſive in proportion to the number 
of limitations with which their fundamen- 
tal principle is to be underſtood. Tour 
preſent argument is founded on the fol- 
lowing topic, or commonplace: % Facts 
of a remarkable nature cannot happen 
2 in a country, without reaching the' ears of 
its Prince.” This is not concluſive, if the 
Prinee did not reſide in the country at 
3233 ĩ „F 
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the time FOR the facts rand or if 
he reſided in a part of the country re- 
mote from the ſcene of the tranſactions ; 
or if he was engroſſed by public con- 
cerns of great im portance, which re- 
quired his preſence in another part of 
his dominions; or if he led an indolent 

and voluptuous life, ſurrounded by a few 

friends and favourites, who gave him 
no unwelcome intelligence which was 
not neceſſary for the ſafety of his go- 
vernment; or neglected reports about a 
worker of miracles, from the common- 
neſs of ſuch pretenſions i in thoſe days. 
The defect of your argument is, that 

2 conceivable method of accounting 
for Herod's een may be he true 
8 | | 


"hi incautiouſly I have expreſſed! 
myſclf, I grant that the difficulty is greater 
Tg OT on 
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on my plan than your's. But, that I 

may not magnify it beyond what it really 

is, I beg leave to ſay, © Herod * and 

ome. others did not hear of certain tranſ- 

actions repreſented. as very public. F ++ 
Thall thus adhere ſtriétly to the words of 
the F goſpels: and perhaps only a few 

of Herod's tay are winnen to e 

the e e 


Z 


* 


Vou y“. is a 8 hay 5 
in all the interval between the impriſan- 
ment and the death of John, Herod was 
in his own -dominions.”-. No one can 
prove it to be quite a cortalary, A jour- 
ney to Rome, »which was not undertaken 
for a pohtical purpoſe, may have been 


unnoticed by the Jewiſh hiſtorian; and 
"OW 5 


„ e wn. | . 
* Luke k. 7. Mak. wilt 21 ERS 155 


E | 


though Herod. was not actually. eng 8 2 
in an een againſt Aretas, my aft > 


0 ee on on the . ils of Jordan in 
Pere for pus. ff, nab af det 


Our Lord atichded 3 5 two feaſly 
at Jeruſalem, belore the fame of bin 
a reached Herod. This Tetrarch may 
have been abſent from theſe feaſts; a8 
both he and his father, Herod the Great, 
at looſe to. the: religious cuſtoms of their 
| country. The Herodians, ſays * Pri- 

deaux, were Half. Jews, profeſſing the 1 
| Jewiſh.religion, and at the fame: time on 
occaſions complying with the idolatrous 

\ heathens, And it is agreed that this ſect : 
| was founded either NIN _ : Terrarch s fa- 
ther,” or by 1 Sen 9 3 


F 
: © 
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* 8 p. ii. b. v. at the end. 5 
| + 'See Bp. Pearce on Matth. XXIi. 16. 
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The caſtle of Machærus at bee 

— Joſephus akes the reſidence. of 
Herod at the time of John's death, Was 
remote from Galilee; and was cut off 
from Judea by the river Jordan, which 
ſeems to have been paſſable in a very 
few places. This place certainly be- £ 
' longed to the Jews.  * Herod the Great 
had here built and fortified a large city : 

He had alſo erected at a great expence 
a ſpacious and beautiful palace : and it 
was a fortreſs of great firength by na- 
ture and art. If Herod Antipas reſided 

here, Jeſus, by retiring into + Galilee 
on the impriſonment of John, avoided 
the malice of the Pliariſees,” without ex- 
5 bimſelf to that of the Tetrarch. 


Upon the . Leannat eſteem this | 
difficulty conſiderable en to o Juftify 
our 

* Jo B. J. wad wid. ff + + Marth. Gs 


£149.) 


2 oureoheliidingfiotd] it, thatJeſus preached 
only a few weeks or a few months, be- 
fore Herod heard of his fame; or a leſs 
ume than can naturally be collected from 
nmnnternal proofs in the goſpels, as the text 
"F may now be explained and ſettled 5 | 
15 cording to the beſt rules of criticiſm.” 
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10 the reading of all the nb 
and verſions in Wetſtein, in the Engliſh : 
polyglot, and Blanchini, and to the po- 
ſitive authorities of Chryſoſtom and Non- 
nus in favour of rden, I now add that 
of * F Amm onius, Poſt hæc erat in proximo 
e Flasch, 
. 


— 


— 
— 


1 44 J 

Beſchs, dies feſtus Judzornm;: that of 
Auguſtin, Deinde abiifle in montem, 

; en ibi ſediſſe cum diſcipulis ſuis, proxi- | 

mo paſchà, die feſto Judeorum ; that of 

the Alexandrian chronicle, Tertium 
Paſcha ponit Divinus ille Evangeliſta Jo- 
hannes, cum, narraturus miraculum quod 
patravit Dominus quando quinque pani- 
bus quinque millia hominum faturavit, 

dicit, Poſt hec abiit Jeſus trans mare Ga- 
ile Tiberiadis, & ſecuta eſt eum turba 
I mülta, quia videbat ſigna que faciebat 
35 ſuper ægros: Aſcendit autem in mon- 
tem Jeſus, & ibi ſedebat cum diſcipulis 
ſuis: Erat autem prope paſcha, feſtum 
Judzorum ? chat of Theophylact in the 
eleventh. century : and, which is very 
important, that of the Syriac. verſion 


called the Philoxenian, lately printed at 
! Oxford. 
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| Oxford: This tranſlation. was. made 
: A. D. 506; and probably, as the learne 
editor concludes, from MSS: of the third 
or fourth century: It was likewiſe-coE- 
lated, A. D. 616, with two of the moſt 
accurate MSS. in the famous Alexan- 
drian library; and both in the verſian 
. and collated MSS. the ord- rde O- 
curs. Cyril; died A. D. 444. The Pa- 
ris edition of his works, 1638, has * 
75 reh both in the text and comment: 
and yet Bengelius obſerves that it is 
wanting. Perhaps he only conſulted 
Frapezuntius's Latin verſion, which has; 
Et quoniam feſtus dies Judæorum prope 
erat. Some Latin verſions of Cyril omit 
the whole verſe. This is a point 'worth 
examining by thoſe; who, have opportu- ; 
. as * Mill PIT gy” of the _ 
„ 8 copy 
* Nor, 4 to. | 57 Sect: 91 9. 
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n uſed by Cyril in his comments, | 


and as Wetſtein ſays that the Paris 
edition of this commentator is not wy 
where n. to 110 MA. of it. 

We” here e e at Sa to hs 
reaſons alleged for expunging Þ this word. 


ar pint peril 


propter Græcos, ſeu Ethnicos, quorum 
gratia evangelium ſuum-conſcripſit: and 
that Crellius ſays, Scripſit, ut conſenſus 
eſt omnium in Aſia; ideoque addit fe/- 
tum Judæorum, terminum vocis Paſchæ 


| gs ns. 


2 PRE a of the text as it now ſtands; 
you *. In 1 ſo een a n as 


* p. 7. N. T. | 5 
1 Notes on harmony, $63. Leuen p. 1 
t iſt Letter, P. 19, 20. 


Ln 1 ; 


. * not to 1 diſcovered this cireum- 


ſtance muſt imply greater inattention, 


and ſtupidity, than almoſt any man, 


and much more a body of men, and a 
ſeries of writers, can poſſibly be ſuſpected 
of. I cannot help thinking therefore, 
that the diſtin&t mention of the three 
paſſovers which we now find in the goſ- 

pel of St. John would neceſſarily have 
precluded any ſuch opinion as that our 
Lord's public miniſtry did not continue 


more e one eee year.” P 


* Ton e . en to a ſimi- 


BY. lar inſtance. Conſtans eſt Patrum ot 


— 


totius eccleſiæ ſententia, ſays Whitby, 


Eliam Thiſbitam perſonaliter venturum 


_ eſſe, ante ſecundum Chriſti adventum. 
But ſhall we hence infer t the eee 1 


of 
: C Sig. Parr. Praf, xvii. 
1 
11 | 
8 | 
* | 
4 
I; 


. 
of the text, 7 1 Fs that n is already 
come? 


Chemnitius FT concludes with me that 
Irenzus regarded the paſſover of which 
we are ſpeaking as that at which Chriſt 
ſuffered. This you I pronounce a very 
improbable ſuppoſition, and really think 
even lrenæus incapable of it. And yet 
I have ſhewn 5 that G. J. Voſlius enter- 
tained this very notion; of whom Mr. 
Mann gives this character,! Eo vix quiſ- 
quam judicio et acumine valentior.” I 
conceive that Irenæus, not. duly: attend- 
ing to the circumſtances of our Lord's 
life and to John vii. 1, was led into this 
miſtake uy weak it an * that 
| our 

. „Mau. vii. bo - WOOD. 1175 
1 n in harm. p. 10. 
2 P. 9 8 WEL p. 148. 
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dur Lord ſhould not attend ſo ſolemn a 
Jewiſh feſtival as the paſldyer. He there- 
fore concluded that, when he names 
rated the paſſoyers at which Jeſus went 
up. to Jeruſalem, he of courſe enume- 
rated all which occurred during his mi- 
niſtry. If the ſeries of writers mentioned 
by you were of the opinion attributed by 
Chemnitius to lrenæus, and which Voſ-- 
ſins entertained, we may eafily ſuppoſe 
that they read : waoxs as it now ſtands, 
without bringing againſtt them the charge 
& ſtupidity vr inattention. The mens 
tion of the laſt paſſover, John vi. 4, ſeems 
at leaſt as capable of defence as intro- 
| ducing a fact, John ii. 13, in the begin- 
ning of our Lord's hiſtory, which; ac- 


cording to you, did not happen till the 
Cloſe 1 Let 
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You. A « A.* liberal and judicious 
critic, though he will not be wanting in 
a due reſpect for manuſcripts, will, not 
wa + 1 Jie j 1.3 vB 11 any 
be 4 flave to them.” In determining 


queſtion, 2 man ſhould be a 8 wy nd 
Proper evidence for, or againſt it : d, 
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in ſettling a text, ow will Naehe on- 
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Jectural cnticiſm, and negatiye proofs. by 
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ung ertain inference that an an im dp: e 
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word, Which fuits the place where it 
71 * 43 „F { :+ ji 
fands, ſhould be omitted, to. fo general Es 
a conſent of MSS. verſions, a ancient com- 
mentators and Paraphraſta, for the inſer⸗ 
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er to MSS. as in your. for; and yet, 
in every one of theſe texts, the reading 
of our common printed editions is infi- 
nitely better ſupported, than the omiſ- 


ion of N nao in the verſe which we are 8 


%. 


- 


ble "By 4588 Biſhop! Peamen | 
* of the whole verſe, wlüch 

bold conjecture you montion p. 19, let>- . 

ter 1, that on this ſuppoſition there would | 


"of 


be want of force in John vi. 1. The 


train of the Evangeliſt's ideas: apprehend 

to be this. Tie paſſover, a. ſec ef the / 
eu, was nigh. And yet, after miracu- 
 loufly feeding the multitude, Jeſus con- 
tinued in Galilee: he did not attend even 


. the paſſover, becauſe the J ews ſought to pi 


kill him. The mention of this circum- | 
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Nance, that Jeſus walked in Galilee; loſes 
much of its ® pertinency, if not preceded: 
by the remark that a Jin feſtival was 
Rel REG ali ly? 29235d un 


** 


I feſt the EBT n= ogmocerning ther: 
| greenneſs of the graſs on the general pro- 
bability that the ſpot on which the mul- 
titude were fed did not differ from the 
adjoining country. The ſubſtance | of 
Theophylact's note on John vi. 10, is, 
There was much graft, as it was ſpring : 
for he ſays that it was the paſſover, which 
was celebrated in the firſt month. 77 
you recur to the ſuppoſition that St. Mark 
was miſtaken, you deny one of my firſt 

5 fan mne en. 
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As ther a not be Sur n. | 


| Salts between your firſt and laſt paſſo- 


ver, and as John c. vi. 4, ſuppoſing 
n a omitted, cannot be reaſonably 
underſtood as referring to the ſame feaſt 
with c. vii. 2, the tranſpoſing of theſe 


chapters ſeems as eſſential to , Wen 


9 as nd RI an 
Lon us firſt examine 8 * 
| the chapters have, as they now. ſtand in. 
St. John's goſpel. At the end of the 


0 chapter Jeſus is in Galilee; and at 


* J 
2 7 „ 4 35 the- 
1 


„ 
the beginning of the fifth he is repre- 


ſented as going to attend a feſtival in Je- 
ruſalem. The whole fifth chapter re- 


cords his actions and diſcourſes at Jeru- 


fualem. At the beginning of the ſixth 


chapter the Evangeliſt ſays, After 


- theſe things, Jeſus departed beyond the 


ſea of Galifee, wich 4s the ges of Tibe- 


- "Tias” Our *tranflation, '* After theſe 

things, Jeſus went over the ſea of Gali- 
1 5 Ae, which 75 the fes of Tiberias, would 

lead us to think' that the "Greek was 
Nabe ade A age, and not a. ige, It i 4 
natural that, after his life had been ꝰ en 
dangered at Jerufalem, he ſhould we | 


that city and Judea for Galilee. | But 


w 


0 me does 822 ſay, that he departed 


mention His return to that country? Be- 
| {35 42,3 7:1 


„C. v 16, 18. 


a, 


: 


1 
, 
1 
5 | 5-1. : 
8 — 
£ ” x 


caule he does not . any of his tranf 
actions in Galilee, which the former Evan- 


f gelifts had enlarged on ſo copioufly, till 
he departed beyond the lake of Tibe- . 


N into the delert © of o Bethlaida. | 


* XY "7 ©. oF 5 vi G 2 


lere St. Job; f for he firſt unge © coin- 


eides with the other Brangelils in re- 
cording. a larger event; and 1 conjeAure 


that hi does it, not only t to introduce the 


nee 


ſubſequent diſocurſe in Capermaut, but 


| Ar Was nigh,” 17 But 10 return.” 


245 , fe 


allo to teach us how we ſhould arrange 
our Lord's tiſtory : for Which reaſon he 


5 furniſhes that leading chronological no no- 


Tation, * The paſſoyer, a feaſt of the 
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of Galilee, 35 diſcourſes. in Capernaum. 5 
Then the Evangeliſt proceeds to ſay, that, 
though a molt ſolemn Jewiſh feaſt was 
approaching, 1 Jeſus ? * walked in Gali- 
ke after theſe. things ; for he would not 
walk in Judea, becauſe the Jews fought 
to kill him,” . The expreſſion is different 
from i iTopwero. as robela;: 5 and may import 
that he continued. to walk in Galilee, as 


Brent nius and Grotius explain it. 
< 
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et us now {ce how the cha pters Hi 
Rand conn. to IE arran N. 


1 4 * 4 
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Je very early | in bis miniſtry left 
| Judea, paſſed through Samaria to Gali- 
lese, and at Cana performed his ſecond 
miracle in that country by healing a no- 
bleman on at t Capernaum. * are 
3 the 
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. l 
tlie events of the fourth chapter. From 
Cana, (for I cannot gtant that Jeſus“ 
Vas then at Capernaum, cloſe by the ſea 
of Galilee, ) Jeſus departed beyond the 

ſea of Galilee, At this time the twelve | 

_ Apoſtles were called, and they had even 
returned |} from their miſſion to preach. 
and work miracles: ſo rapidly is the rea- 

der carried into Ws: midſt of 9 8 mi- 
7 . . 1 


* 


After the: Feen 1 the 6 FS I 4 
adn according to your plan, Jeſus 2 


attended a 9 feſtival at Judea. During _ 


; this feaſt he ſaid to the Jews, The | 
Father loveth the Son, and ſheweth- | 


. | "WA all thanys that 8 doeth; 1 0 | 
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AC 003 
the will. sR im greater works than 
theſe (miracles of healing, ) that ye may 
Marvel:” Then follows the reaſon of the 


Wofks. © Hog, * as the Father raiſeth 
vp the dead, and quickeneth-them, even 


This is further explained v. g. Verily 
| ivenly! Fay unto you, the hour is coming, 


|  _ even now on the point of coming, ) when 
 _ "the dead snALl mar the woiee af the 


= in.“ The words, and now is” are 


ie dead, here meant, from the:general 
 waifing of ihem at the daſt lay; and the 
reader will obſerve hat this diſtinQion | is 
FEST marked v. Mah. 
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_  allertion;'that God williſhew him greater 
ſo the Bon quickeneth whom be will.“ 
and now is, (the hour will come, and is 


Son of God, and they that hears MAI. | 


if | Antroduced to diſtinguiſh the railing of 


Now 


1 59 1 = 
Now my opinion is, tat theſe words 
"muſt precede the raiſing of the widow of 
Nain's ſon and Fairus's daughter ; De- 
cauſe they contain a prediction that Jeſus 
would ſhortly raiſe ſome from the dead, | 
and thus imply that he bad not-yet per- 
formed a miracle of this kind. You *think 
"it much more natural to! ſuppoſe that our 
Lord rather alluded to ſomething already 
Anne, than to ſomething he had never 
done at all. He ſeems, you ſay, to be 
ſpeaking to- perſons who had heard that- 
le Nad raiſed ſome from the dead; and 
e aſfures them, that, in like manner as 
| he had raiſed to life ſome. that had been. 1 
4 dead, he would | in due time raiſe all e 4 
dead, and alſo Judge them according to |} 
dbeir works. - This you are inclined to 1 
"think: rom! dead 325 menticnedn in: 
1 | La y "OP Tar Fel 17 "Y = 
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I . 60 1 
; the Plural W and i in general; b Le, 
from the intimation of the future Judg- i 
ment following this reſurrection, 1 
But that the dead may refer to our Lord's 
reſurrection- miracles ſee Matth. xi. 5. 
Luke vit, 223 and that our Lord might 
well oppoſe the future general reſurrec- 5 
tion to the future raiſing of a few during 0 
his miniſtry, is what, I Sa none : | 
99 doubt. F A | 


"pa 1 1 . a few commentators, 
and leave this matter to the deciſion. of 
our readers:; deſiring them to bear in 

mind - that inſuperable difficulties wil! | 

attend placing the reſurrection of the | 
widow's ſon and J airus's daughter after | 
- the firſt miraeulous feeding of a, great „„ 

e Theophylact's note on v. 25 . 1 

| 


is, For inſtance, the widow" s ſon, the 
: 1 . 1 8 daughter 


-| | daughter of the ruler of the ee 
1 and Lazarus, all of whom he raiſed by 
3 his voice.“ Slichtingius ſays, on v. 20, 


| Citari, non viderant judicium extremum; ; 
illud poſtea viderunt, iſtud viſuri ſunt : 
Z and on v.21, Ponit præſens Pro futuro; ; 
V quos volet vivificabit. Nec dum 
5 enim vivificabat, et Pater hoc ei mon- 
WE ſtraturus erat. Dicit 'quos vult ; quia lo- 
quitur de eis quos evangelium prædicans 
n Vivificaturus erat. See alſo his note on 
— v. . And Wolzogenius's words on 


1 ullum excitaverat e mortuis; ſed mira- 
eula ejus potiſſimum conſiſtebant in cu- 


al 
| 
5 randis morbis: poſtea autem mortuos 
. ſuſcitavit, ut filium viduæ, filiam Jairi, | 
1 & Lazarum. * to Proceed. 
| | 5 1 : " Seching. 
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V. 21 are, Hactenus Chriſtus nondum | 
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Accord ns to. you, afier Jeſus had 
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1 * addreſs to the Jews 
Hung. the fealt at Jeruſalem, the follow- 
words fla ng. 1 in connection: After 


"Fi theſe 2 Jeſus walked. 1 in Galilee ; 3 


for he would not \ walk in Judea, becauſe 
the Jews ſought to kill him.“ The con- 
nection is <qually | good, whether this 
verſe follows C.Y ( or C. vi; „ as the ſame 


cauſe of, abſence font Term tyb- 
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e 1 has, argied 4 for a tranſ- 
1 HP of the, hiſtories] in theſe chapters . 
He attempts to prove a priority of time 
in the tranſaQtions of c. vi, becauſe Jeſus. | 
in c. vii. refers to the events of C. V as 
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facts of c. v as Joon as the had an op- 
Portunity: as ſoon as eircumſtanees ad- 
mitted of his preſence at another feſtival. 

It is more probable than Wolzogenius 


thought, that gur Lord intermittedl his 


attendance on the F n Gs a 
Honſiderable enn, a at 7 


Pilkington, 1 W 1 Naben 
K. D. 10, Comeſter A. P. 1180, and 
Ludolphus about A. D. 1830, tranſpaſed 
-theſe chapters. He ſays further, St. 


John ſocplainly appears to\have-jollgwed 
he proper ſeries of hiſtory, hat the-freeſt - 


pens have rarely: taken occaſion to tranſ- 
poſe his order.” But this arrangement 
no more proves that - theſe harmoniſts 
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"eas Hos ih their copies, than your 
| tranſpoſition would Jjullify ſuch a con- 
; cluſion. 


n plainly appears that the ee! food 


in Irenzus's time as it now ſtands. 


For he places Jeſus s retiring over the 
ſea of Tiberias, and feeding a great 


multitude, after the healing of the para- 
ic perſon at the pool of Betheſda. 
Indeed, I believe that no external autho- 
rity whatever can be alleged in favour of 


this part of Mr. Mann's ctiticiſms; which, 


I muſt obſerve, ſeemed to Dr. Dodd- 
ridge + TR unwarrantable men 1 
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the liberty to obſerve on this ſubject is, 

that the circuit about Galilee recorded 

Matth. ix. 35, Mark vi. 6, Luke vii t, 
is different from that referred to by the 
ſame evangeliſts Matth. iv. 23, Mark i. 
39, Luke iv. 44: and that you have 
allowed a certain ſpace of time for the 
former, but none for the latter. Many 
inſtructions and miracles muſt have oc- 
curred in both journies, which none of 

the evangeliſts has tranſmitted to us: 
5 r I think that a diſtinct por- 
tion 
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tion of time ſhould: be allotted. to the 
perambulations themſelves, exclufive of 
the tranſaQions with-which we are made 
acquainted. You will not permit me to 
t the * journey. was onę thing, 
and the garticulers, . recited immedi- 
ately afterwards, another; when the 
-wiiterunltf makes po difference.) It 
* Natur, however, 10 make gs much 
nce as che ſacred: iter himſelf 
do gblerye that there was 4.circult taken, 
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of, ty days, ſuch a circuit made by 
_ Jeſus in company with the Twelve, and 
u who miniſtered to 

him of their ſubſtance, requires a conſi- 
Serable ce of time, diſtin from 
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miracles an daun ahh ether. 


1 tho e Matth, ix. 35 0 Mark 
vi. 6 * is f evidently à Very different 
journey from that which is mentioned by 
St. Luke, c. viii. 1. you; multiply diff- 
Culties on yourſelf : for St, Matthew fays 
that Jeſus went about ll the citigs ad 
towns: which is quite another thing than 
0 Places to the weſt | of Caper- 
naum, and confining himſelf to. Nazp- 
.zeth and its neighbqurhoad. The zeager 
will obſerve that immediately after n 
of theſe three journeys, the 5 Twelve 
Nan Nw ny and ane Luke w_ 


by * „Mark vi. 12. Luke ix.6.. 5 5 
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the Twelve were with Jeſus: whereas 
the former circuit directly ſucceeded the 


call of Simon Andrew James and 
John, and was prior to the * 
a or the Twelve. e | 


Mal me here to oed what you re- 
 peatedly aſſert in the obſervations pre- 


"fixed to your hartnony, p. 30, that all 


our Lord's Journies to Jeruſalem make 
no more than four. St. John records 
"that he went up to the firſt paſſover, to 
the feaſt mentioned c. v. 1, to the feaſts 
's tabernacles and dedication, and to the 
ft paſſover, n vac 
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ropotte maand/ 
1 FIND the lowing paſſage. in Mr. 
Bowyer s note on John vi. 4. Mr. 
 Whiſton would confute Mr. Mann' 8 hy- 
| pothels by ſhewing that Chriſt 'tra- 
velled, during his miniſtry, above 1100 
Engliſn miles; which, conſidering. his 
ſtay at the end of each journey, muſt 
have taken up above four years. In 
this he does but beg the queſtion in dic 
pute: for the journeys muſt be firſt agreed 
on, before any argument can be drawn 
from: r number. He knew his ad- 
verfary's harmony conſiderably leſſened: 
them; „ who gn the impoſſibility . of 
76 K _ Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's twice turning the money-changers 
out 51 the r . e 


he latter part of this note is no pee 
of the annotator's exactneſs. For Mr. 
Mann allows the Journey to Jeruſalem, 
which'is the point in queſtion, though he 
| __ denies that our Lord clan the 19 9% 
e , dine. OV 
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16 Naireth , und tit ho journes are 
not mine, bat thofe of the roangeljts, if 
I have mauttiplic hele, j Journies in the 
Period which your | harmony _— 
2 5 between the firlt p palſover and 
Jeſus's preſence at Jeruſalem, ] ohn v. ad 
all that 1 can be anſwerable for is 
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the Fufth Joitn&y, Winch is tlie felt | 
Eircuit-about Galiles, you tay, I deduct 
* from. this af rtiele; at. leaſt two thirds, 


in the 1 e 4 ot ee 
5 chietly to, the north of that town. 1 
Werde call it thirty miles.” So before: 
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of Capernaum, probably to the north % 
| that city.” Now to this conjecture I 


oppoſe the authority of St. * Mark: 
1 He } preached in their ſynagogues. 


| droughou all Galilee, and caſt out de- 


mons.” 1 
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With = pity 3 journey, . is ; that 
from Capernaum to 7 eruſalem, y ou fay : 


© that you I have nothing at all to do: 
and you wonder that I ſhould, not have 


put to your account. the Journey back 
again, as well as the Journey thither ; | 


as one of them could not have been 
made Without the other. Why then, 


oppoſite: to the third day of the month 


Sivan, do you place theſe words, Jeſus 


leaves Galilee to £0 to J eruſalem; and 


Fey Tres * for the | ER, : 6 Surely 
5 our 


D A 
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our Lade journey, in older ts attend 
the feaſt of pentecoſt at Jeruſalem, is 
part of his employment between the firſt 
paſſover and what you call the imme 
diately ſubſequent feaſt. And 8 
equally ſelf-evident that the) journey back 


happened after the period of Wy: days 


Which we are now examining. 


1 5 


— 3 — £ * . » 


1 on * te 5 
»þ} } N % 4 * 
7 * BE | 1 


e VIII. 


of 7 . to more cas te ae in 
"the 89/7 me of Matthew Mark und Luke. 


THIN that the title of this ORs. 


; sul rather be, Concerning the * notes 


of time which occur in the three firſt 
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x lay litle ſtreſs on hints of this kind 


thrown out in theſe goſpels; to which . 


St. „John's goſpel i is the key. But I muſt 1 
obſerve that the fear of, the Twelve, 


mentioned Mark x. 32, is more naturally 
attributed to their recollection of the 


danger which Jeſus had formerly in- 


_ curred at Jeruſalem, than to the inci- 
dental mention of perſecution in the 
midſt of ſplendid promiſes of temporal 


and eternal rewards . The immediate 


cauſe of their aſtoniſhment and fear 
ſeems to be implied when it is ſaid, 


3 They were in the way \ going up to | 


Jeruſalem: and Jeſus went before them.” 


Their amazement at our Lord's aſſertion | 
that it was extremely difficult for rich 
men to enter into the kingdom of 


heaven, or to become his diſciples At 


chat 
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that particular time, had been P twice 


mentioned before, . 
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ſtands thus: : * After this Chriſt did many 


miracles, and went about all the cities 
and villages of Galilee, teaching in their 
ſynagogues, and healing every ſickneſs 


and every diſeaſe among the people. 
Matth. ix. He then ſent forth the Twelye 


to do the like: Matth. x. and at length 
when he received a meſſage from John, 


und anſwered it; he ſaid to the multitudes, 
From the days of John the Baptiſt until 
now the kingdom of heaven ſuffereth 
violence; and upbraided the cities Cho- 
razin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, where 


in moſt of his mighty works were done, 


a becauſe they repented not. Matth. xi. 


5 „ 


Which ſeveral paſſages ſhew, that from: 
the impriſonment of John till now there: 


Had beena conſiderable length of time “.“ 


You have invalidated one part of theſe. 
obſervations, by very juſtly interpreting; 
the days of John the Baptiſt as meant of 
the time when he began to preach, 
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Of „ argument for the probable duration 
of our Lord's nan 10 from the objekt 
of! 1 | 


I PERFECTLY agree with you that 
on this and fimilar ſubjects we ought to 2» 
pronounce with great diffidence. I ſhall 
therefore advance nothing further on it; 
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But make a few remarks on incidental 
matter in this ection. 
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Fon ſeem to give a defective enume- 
ralion of what our Lord did at Caper- 
naum. Beſides the particulars * men- 
tioned by you, the nobleman's f ſon was 
there reſtored to health by his powerful. 
word acting at a diſtance, a blind and 
deaf + demoniac was healed there, and 
in that city he paid the $ tribute money 
by miracle. You mention our Lord's 


diſcourſe held in Capernaum, John c. vi. 
may therefore add the uſeful inſtruc- 


tions which followed the cure of the de- 
moniac, Matth. xii. BY . And it is na- 
tural t to think that many inhabitants of 

| * Capernaum. 


tr . 90. | + 104 iv. 46. 


1 Matth. xii. 22. Comp, Fill, 1. 


& Matth. xvii. 24. 
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Capernaum were preſent at the miracu- 
„ lous draught of fiſhes, Luke v. 6; and 
= when Jeſus taught the multitude Luke 
= v. 3, and again Matth. xiii, 1, juſt in the 
vicinity of that city. Nor can 1 perfuade 
myſelf that our Lord had time enough 
on your plan to * dwell in Choraſin and 
Bethſaida as he did in Capernaum; and 
frequently to viſit theſe places, as he 
did Capernaum; which you call the 
centre , as it were, of all his buſineſs, 
and the ter minus ob all bis) Jpn Were! 
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5 8 the ing) of Jawnds 
Hats among the events of 'the day 
en which our Lord called Matthew; 
whereas it ſtands connected with Mat- 
. 8 public reception of Jeſus in his 

, 
* Marth 12 I 1 
+ Obſ. on your harmony, p. 34. 
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houſe. That the e was re ume 
ſhoe to the call has been obſerved: 
and proved by many critics; thdnbae | _ * 
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the delivering of moral inſtructions,” or 


parted thence to teach and to preach in 
their cities F. ; de went round the 
villages reaching 7.” © When he ſaw 
much i he was moved with com- 


* * 2 
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illuſtrates this point | better than the 
learned and judicious'Mr. Jones, in lis 
vindication of St. Matthew's © golpet 
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guage of the goſpels, when you fay that 


uſeful leſſons; cannot be ſaid to have 
been our Lord's particular bußneſß. 
When he had made an end of com- 
manding the twelve diſciples, he de- 


| - pation 
„, gi. + Matth. xi. 1. 1 Mark vi 6. 
wo 7, 


[ 8 ] | 
3 paſſion towards them, and began to reach 
= them many things The people re- 
= ſorted to him; and, as he was wor, 
= he taught them f.» I muſt preach the 
=_ kingdom, of God to other cities alſo : for 
| | | therefore am I ſent : and he preached in 


\ iv os, — ano 1 A 9 
. + « : 5 a _— \ N ”Y 


ine ſynagogues of Galilee 1. He went 

through the villages, teaching, and jour- 

neying iowards Jeruſalem j.” © He that 

* rejected him was to be judged at the laſt 
day by the word which he ſpake $.” 
„He tauglit daily in the temple . 

And: St. Luke's deſign was, to record 


Vela Jeſus both did and raught ff. We 
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muſt therefore allow a proper time not 
only for his miracles, but for the inſtrue· . 
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tions which- accompanied wem and 
which muſt have been often einein | 
where it was unfit to raiſe further attens | 
tion by miraculous operations. Nay, ! 
obſerve that in one place you yourſelf 
lay little ſtreſs on. * miracles. "WO. 
en 
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: i. the Hanis at the firft paſſover... 


IF it was ſuitable to Jeſus's wiſdom 

400 goodneſs, as a heavenly meſſenger; 

to continue at Jeruſalem all the- time of 
__ the firſt paſſover, as ] have inſinuated; 3 
Fou aſk, why then did he not attend aft - | 
the feaſts, and every day belonging to . 

them ? My anſwer — be eaſily in- 

1 e ferred! 
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ferred from what 1 have advanced on 
this ſubject It was becauſe the ner 


; fought his life, n c. v. 


K lese twice jected to be pu- 


| dence * of the action, ſuppoſing that our 


Lord cleanſed the temple at the firſt 
paſſover. This 1 1s a point which deſerves 


* * 


The Wilton or r fitneſs of b Jeſus con- 


duct may be thus illuſtrated. We cannot 


but ſuppoſe that the former wonders at 
his birth and the recent ones at his bap- 
tim, the. teſtimonics which John had 
given him, his call of Philip and of other 
diſciples, and his firſt miracle in Galilee, 


had cauſed many of the Jews to conſider 


Im as an eee . Such 
_—muſt 


{ 25 1 | | 


Vie — have been very attentive to his 
5 behaviour before the whole Jewiſn peo- 
ple and their rulers at the firſt paſſover. 

And thoſe who entertained no expecta- 

tions about him were ſtill the ſeed of 

Abraham, to whom the promiſes were 
. made; and the period was now arrived 
__ when the axe was laid to the root of the 

tree. The greateſt national. guilt would 

be contracted by rejecting the Meſliah, 

and the moſt fearful puniſhment would 

follow. The difficulty therefore of our 

Lord's ſituation; conſiſted: in this; that 

wle, in juſtice. to the Jews, it was re- 

. - quiſite to propoſe his exalted character to 

their examination, their prejudices and 
the circumſtances of the times would not 

bear an open and direct claim to it. 

Grant now that Jeſus, thus early in his 
hp, turned. the yes of all 1 00 
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L 84 J 
him, by an act of authority reſembling 


the boldneſs and fer vent zeal of the an- 


cient prophets. This was very bene vo- 


lent to God's people, becauſe it was as 


awakening a method of fixing their atten- 
ion on him as can be conceived. It 


was an act of piety towards God, and 
of fortitude towards the Jewiſh rulers: 


it naturally imported his divine commiſ- 


ſion to reform the Jewiſh church; and, 


as a deep and elegant f writer has ſnewn, 
n latently implied his good will to thoſe 


hs Gentiles whoſe court he vindicated: from: 


profanation. Thus did our Lord ſhew 
himſelf at this paſſover to be a great and 
extraordinary perſon by actions of a.” 
qiſtinct kind; by working miracles, and 


by author itagively reQtfy1 ing and depron a 
ing an irrehgious cuſtom. arg ene 


Ez; One 
4 Biſhop Hurd, 


* 
- 


. Brenms in loc. 
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8 him.” That our Lord's conduct in 


t % J 

One of our Lord's expreſſio ions was 
Vkewiſe: very remarkable: Make not 
My FaTneR's houſe a houſe of mer- 
chandiſe. This was in effect calling 
| himſelf the fon of God, a term * equiva- > 
lent to the Meſſiah. © By the work © _ 
itſelf, and by his words, ſays + Lardner, 1 
he manifeſted himſelf to be the Meſſiah.” 
But theſe were only plain intimatious to 
the intelligent and conſiderate: and of 
the ſame nature were thoſe which he gave 
to Nicodemus, c. iti. 18, 19: Whom 
he told plainly that he was Þ the Meſſiah; 
and demanded a ſuitable regard from 


| purging the ee attracted the 
; ; notice 


* Jchat i 34, 41, 1 1 Is 5• Like 
xxl, 67, 70. e 5 | 


+ Suppl. to cred. i. SY 
* Lardner, ib. p. 396. 


Fg 5 


Bf notice of ann is very clear from 
their queſtion, What ſign ſheweſt thou | 

| | unte us, ſeeing unt Thou doeſt theſe 
= _ things?” and this circumſtance. alone is 
| pegs to account for che e of 


—IC. . F 
— - z * R 6 rH d yu 


£ nn you | think it “extremely im- 
probable that our Lord ſhould chuſe to 
Bie any ſuch plain intimation aof his 
Y being the Meſſiah ſo early. Lou add, 
& It does not appear that even John the 
Baptiſt ever expreſsly called him ſo: he 
only ſpoke of him as one greatly his 
ſuperior, and -who would baptiſe them 
with the r Spirt and with fre. 


re hall reply as nearly. as I can in 
Lardner 8 words. „The next day, John 2 
* P. g, . 


t en 1 


ſeeth Jeſus coming unto. him, and faith; 
Behold “ the Lamb of God that taketh 


ad fin. f ie wut — 


and don * all I to mean.“ 


Then at v. 34: And I ſaw and bear 


| record, that this is the ſon of God ; or the 
_ Chriſt, And u. 35, 6, Agaim, the next 
day after, John ſtood, and two of his 


diſciples: And, looking upon Jefas as 
he walked, he ſaid; Behold the Lamb 


of God. He tells every body. that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, though not U in he 


ſame. + terms“. » 


2 


nd how John was underflood appears 


' om Philip's words, ( We f have found 
mee ee 5 __ and. ths 


n el i. 29. „ pg i. 393, 4. 
1 v. 45. 2: 


1 26 J 


* ber bete did write.” And preſently Na- 
thanael makes an acknowledgment of 


bees Meſſabthip, Rabbi “, thou art 


the ſon 15 __ Went art the king of Fon” 9 


Ty 

5 

1 | As gain We cannot frappoſe that OY 8 
* baptiſm was a private tranſaction. He 


UE PUTS Ie on Ren ne 
TIC A Fi a 


_— preſented himſelf + while all che people 


were baptiſed; and at that time John 
acknowledged his ſuperiority, the ſpirit 
of God viſibly deſcended on him, and a 
voice from heaven pronounced him the 
beloved ſon of God, in 3 he: Was 
well pleaſed. ene n 


1 Alter ſuch previous atteſtations, why 
mould we be unwilling to allow that 
Jeſus might wiſely give a plain intimation 
of his * at Tak . OE 


7 49. + Luke. 2. 


S164 


. „„ | 
„„ 1 89 }J 7 
To me. it. erb that the evangelical 
law was duly promulged by ſuch means, 
and the Jews left inexcuſable for ſhutting 
_ their da rn the jou 


"Di + was it Fe dine! that Jeſus would 
expoſe himſelf to ſo much danger, by 
thus exaſperating the Jewiſh rulers at the 
opening of his miniſtry? I anſwer, that 
nothing in Jeſus's conduct had yet ſhewn 
the chief of the Jews that he was not the 
temporal prince whom they expected. 
They therefore applied to him for a ſign 
to ſhew who he was; and, inſtead of 
endeavouring to take away his life, 
waited the event of this extraordinary 

„ behaviour. And ve muſt well ober 
that, at this particular period, one.who 
declared himſelf a prophet by authori; 
tative acts, or by — hy like 


John, 


—— . —— 
- 


* 


„ 


ns by an auſtere appearance | By 
baptiſing and teaching, ſoon xaiſed _ 
nn 7 _ wo: was the e au 

But . our þ Look bimlelk appears to 
have been remarkably cautious on this 
ſubject. This is true; but his caution 


malignity of the Jews. At firſt, it ſeems 


agreeable to God's wiſdom goodneſs and/ 
juſtice that the Jews ſhould be enabled 
to infer our Lord's exalted! character 
from divine and hutnati atteſtations, 
from his on words, and from other 
actions of a ſtriking nature beſides his 
miracles. Jeſus did his part in affording 
the Jews proper evidence; he then gave 
them time for reflection, and choſe not 
0 * their malice unneceſſarily.” lo 

| EE I have 


' Ae Hl. 15. John i. 19,25. f P. 95. 


3*² 
1] have aſſerted, and I fil} ſtrongly 
aſſert, that the temarkable action of 
cleanſing the temple was performed at 
the firſt paſſover as well as at che laſt,” 
J have obſerved. a difference in the cir- 
cumſtances attending the actions; that 
only St. John mentions the whip of cords, 
and the; caſting out of the ſheep and 
oxen. I have alſo obſerved, with ſome 
excellent critics, that our Lord's reproof 
of the Jews was more ſevere the ſecond 
that, from the + ſimilarity of the actions, 
theſe different accounts may be harmo- 
niſed. I have added, that the ſentiments 
of the Jews ſeem more I favourable to 


Leben E , it of ren 
| + Notes on harm. in EI 8 4 
q Comp. John ii. 18. * 18. Tg * 


o 


which on every occaſion, and with regard 


. 


Teas at the firſt paſſover than at the laſt. 


Here too I will allow that the words, 


What ſign ſheweſt thou unto us, ſeeing 
that thou 'doeft theſe things?” are not 


inconſiſtent with a private "reſolution: to 


deſtroy Jeſus ; though it may be doubted | 


Whether they are the natural language of 


men who harboured ſuch an intention. 


Another circumſtance peculiat᷑ to St. John 
is the accommodation of the pſalmiſt's 
words, The zeal of thine houſe hath 


conſumed me: and I have heard it ob- 


ſerved that this prophecy would more 


naturally ſuggeſt itſelf on the earlieſt 


inſtanoe of our Lord's animation and in- 


than on a late one; when his diſciples 


had been familiariſed to ſuch a kind of 
conduct, to various efforts of a principle 


to 


„ 


1 


wi every object which directly or re- 
motely affected the Majeſty of God, 
was ſhewing itſelf to be a leading part 
of their Maſter's character. But what J 
inſiſt on is, that the difference of time 
conſtitutes the difference between the 
actions. This is my grand argument: 
the other are corroborating preſumptions. 
St. John, a methodical writer, an ar- 
ranger of our Lord's actions into periods 
according to the Jewiſh feſtivals, a ſup- 
plemental hiſtorian, particularly as to 
that part of our Lord's miniſtry which - 
preceded John's impriſonment; and 
< one + whoſe deſign. of ſhewing how 
inexcuſable ie J ewiſh people were in 
ene : 

'® See my notes in loc. De Oy „ 
＋ See Ladner ſuppl. k {384=5, be. 41 155 
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ring Jeſus, and of vindicating divine 


providence in the calamities brought 


upon them, is what produced the whole 


order and oeconomy of his goſpel;“ 


that evangeliſt, I ſay, whom the beſt 


ancient and modern crities have thus 


deſcribed, introduces the tranſaction in 


this manner: And the paſſover of the 


Jews was nigh, and Jeſus went up to 
Jeruſalem , and found in the temple 
thoſe that ſold oxen and ſheep, &c. 
It follows, that Jeſus wrought I miracles 


Ir Jeruſalem at this paſſover. Then | 


Nicodemus had a conference with him 


WY nem“ Arran $ THESE Taki, 
_ 
C. H. 13, 14. 


a This is the auction in he Oxford 1 


1769 Eng. fol. And ſome Greek editions do not 
place A full point here : as Ald. fol. H. Stephens | 


129 1576. | 
t v.24. C. fl. wp, 6 . 22, 3. 


Ds 


T 
Jeſus and his diſciples went into Judea: 

and John was baptiſing in non; for 
he was not yet vaſt into priſon.” New 
if Jeſus did not cleanſe the temple before 

be went into Judea, and before John 
was caſt into priſon, I do not ſee what 
criterion we have for aſſerting the ſeries : 
of events in any . | 


s - — b, 5 — * * 8 


* 1 1 . 
A £ 4 


41 wut ales! -a few' e n more. 55 


You ſay, © If our * Lord had acted with 

mis authority at the firſt paſſover, he - 
would have been under a kind of necefs 
fity of enforeing his orders every time 
N ns had 10 5 to Je eruſalem.” 


I think that Jeſus did not cleanſs the 
canis during the three intermediate 


feaſts which he attended between the 


Is * | IE Hg) 
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Rrſt and laſt paſſover, becauſe the Jews 
_ fought his life, John c. v. But at the | 
laſt paſſover, neglecting his ſafety, / he 
repeated this pious office. There appears 
to me an admirable wiſdom in this ſelec- 
tion of ſeaſons for ſuppreſſing and mani- 


feſting his zeal. _ Ces Head 


Again: the ſilence of the three firſt 
evangeliſts on the early cleanſing of the 
temple may be accounted for by the 
juſt obſervation of the ancients, that they 
begin. the acts of our Lord's public T 
= miniſtry after John's impriſonment. + | 
Once more: you lay the ſcene for this 
tranſaction when Jeſus entered Jeruſalem © 
With a crowd of attendants; and in- 
ſinuate that Mark might be miſtaken 


when 


2 


Obſ. on your harmony, p. 104, 5. 


7 


4; 


Pl 97 3 1 
as he er, it as s happening'0 on 


the next ninety 


- *. py 


+ Phd 81 Mattjanks no more 0 the 
expulſion of the traders from the temple 


Fon the day of Jeſus's triumphant entry 
into Jeruſalem; than that the diſciples 


ſaw the fig · tree withered from the roots 


on the very I day when Jeſus pronounced 
it fruitleſs. St. Mark exactly diſtributes 


the week into days, and relates the 
proper events of each day: and where 


one evangeliſt does not determine the 


preciſe time. of a tranſaction, and another 


_—_ fixes it, the former Sus be ac 
Amn latter. "Or it "Bene 


l 2070 5 * 1 rheie 


. 


* P. 9h, 9, 2 Bel 5 4 my C u. Sh 13. 
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There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 


Jewiſh rulers were awed by the multitude 


of Jeſus's attendants, when he performed 
the miracle of expelling the profaners of 
the temple.” I have faid ® elſewhere that 


the effect of our Lord's interpoſition may 


be attributed partly to the divine agency, 


partly to the authority which accom- 


panied his words and actions, and partly 
to a conſciouſneſs that by ſuch e 
the . was Man 


. Ade me now to e a few com- 


mentators in addition to the authorities 
already alleged by me. Chryſoſtom on 


John ii. 16 argues from the difference 
of our Lord's addreſs here and Matth. 


Xxi. 17, that he did this twice; once 
in the beginning, and again when he 


went 
* Notes on harm. p. 9. 
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t Wolzogen. in locam. 


. 851 


Fo went to ſuffer. Theophylacrs words on 


John ii. 15- are, He, did not do this 


 ofice: only: for what: he does in Matthew. 


is near his paſſion; but what he now does 
in John is, when he begins his miracles.“ 
% Szpius.* mercatorum iſtorum in tem- 
plo avaritiam & -negotiationem, caſtigare 


Chriſtus poterat. Ideo hæc hiſtoria poteſt 


ſecerni ab eà quam deſcribunt Matthæus, 


&. Fecit nimirum idem, cum intraret 


urbem tanquam rex.“ +. Jeſus bis, 
videlicet circa initium & circa finem ſui 


teſtatem purgandæ eccleſiæ ſibi à patre 
datam, &c. Priorem hanc ab aliis 
omiſſam, purgati a negotiatoribus templi 
hiſtoriam, Joannes hic ſuo loco recenſuit. 


* Hlæc rs nee de n e N | 


rate 1 2 wer alia 


= 70 giebt, in in Toc. 7 Breniusi n Joc. 
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L 100 ] 
alia eſt ab eaque narratur Matth, xxi. 12. 
Cum Chriſtus eum in finem venerit, ut 
cultum divinum reſtauraret, bis id viſibili 
ſigno teſtatum fecit, dum templum, ut- 
: pote locum divini Cultus, | repurgavit: 


idque fecit ſemel circa initium prophetici 


ſui muneris, ſecundo circa finem ejuſdem, 
ut ſicut a purgando munus ſuum inchoa- 
verut, ita id quoque purgando finiret.“ 


Jeſus * cum veniſſet ad facra emen- 
danda, bis conſpicuo ſigno teſtatum hoc 


fecit; templum, velut ſacrorum ſedem, 
purgando, circa initium R circa clauſu- 
lam ſui muneris, ut in quo inceperat in 
e ſe deſinere oſtenderet. Poſteriorem 


hiſtoriara alii tradiderunt; priorem Joan- 


nes, 'ideo quod ex occaſione Chriſtus 
vierbaſecerat de templi deſtructione, cc.“ 
Hanc f hiſtoriam ab als prætermiſſam, 


4 
4 . 


— 


* 
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Grot. in loc. +. Beza in Ioan. ii. 19. 
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ac proinde abea diftiaQzax, 6 que ultimum 


Chriſti in urbem adventum ad diem 
Paſchæ feſtum anteceſſit, & narratur 
Matth. xxi. &c. videtur expreſſe Joannes 


recitaſſe propter hæc ipſa verba, &c. 


Bis * legnur Jeſus ad hujus corruptele 


correction em manus hoc modoadmoviſſe, 
ſemel ſub, prædicationis finem inſtante 
paſſione,—femel initio prædicationis ſuz 


& oſtenſionis ad Ifrael” :< Seribit + 


is 2 


Joannes ſimilem Fare; ſed vero 


fimile eſt, quod Chry ſoftoraus, Au- 


guſtinus dc Euthymius exiſtimant, ſimi· 
lem eſſe, non eandem; bisque Chriſtum 


e templo vendentes & ementes ejecifle, 


« Narrant 7, & reliqui evangeliſtæ quod 
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ſum tempus, ſirvile- non idem eſſe factum, 
demonſtrat. Bis ergo Chriſtus templum 
fœdã & profana negotiatione purgavit : : 
Semel circa legationis ſuæ exordia, iterum 
vero quum ex hoc mundo eſſet migra- 
turus ad patrem. Statim atque urbem 
erat ingreſſus, templum Domini inviſit. 4 
The continuators of Mr. Poole's Engliſh 
annotations ſpeak their opinion thus: 
Matth. xxi. 12, &c. is a piece of hiſ- 
tory ſo like this, that ſome have quel- 
tioned whether it mentioneth not the 
fame individual matter of fac; but 1 it is 
apparent that it doth not. 1. Becauſe 
St. John mentioneth it as done three 
years before it, at the firſt paſſover; all 
the other evan igeliſts mention what they 
report, as done at the fourth paſſover. 
2, The circumſtances of the narrative 


differ, &c.” 1 8 0 


It 
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It is well known that Biſnop Pearce 
thinks with you and Mr. Mann. And 
in Camerarius's note is, © Si hec ejectio 
3 hominum & pecudum primo paſchate 
facta fuit a Jeſu, eadem ſcilicet ſecundum 
hiſtoriam aliorum evangeliſtarum facta 
eſt etiam ulimo, ſive tertio. Venire 
autem alicui in mentem fortaſſe poſſit, 
unam illam nunc commemorari ale 
dN ,, quam figuram etiam alis in 
locis horum ſcriptorum — attentio- 
Spark f % 1106; n 
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of the 5 Har Foſs made in Fudea cer 


the firſt paſſoer. 


1 HAvE argued a that Jeſus's day i in 


J udea might be conſiderable, though the 


three firſt evangeliſts. maintain a total 
ſilence on the ſubject; becauſe it appears 


that they have omitted many important 
events in our Lord's hiſtory Among 
other inſtances I have ſpecified the 
earlieſt teſtimonies of John the Baptiſt, 


| the miracle of Cana, and the tranſactions 


at the firſt 2 


It is matter of ſurpriſe to me when you 
remark that you © do not at all ſee the 
HET e propriety” 


* it letter, p. 41, 2. See alſo the notes on my 
harmony, F. 1 3. 5 
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[ 1% 1 
propriety” of my reference to John i. 
26, 7 B. It v is no caſe, you ſay, of 
any thing conſiderable omitted by the 
three firſt evangeliſts, before their àc- 


count of our Baviour's: eee in. 


oY . ety 1 55185 117 


„% if 7 


*Nowiis your Eighth docile tis; . 
you place the very f firſt ſbbsaß 
which the Baptiſt gave Jeſus, while he. 
yet remained in his obſcure retreat at 
Nazareth. Then follow Jeſuss baptiim 
| and temptation ; and in ſect. xu. you 
; rater the paſſage in queſtion, - whictvis 
atmiong John's carlieſt' teſtimonies. 1 
Wed as more remarkable than 
the atteſtations John i; 29 and 36, be- 
cauſe it is an anſwer to a ſolemn t embaſſy 


»A 2 ; a. E 5 | ; of: - 
P. 101. 3 Matth. ii. 11, Kc. 
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of Prieſts and Levites deputed by the 


3 at 8 to aſk {ore Whip art 
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The ceentnfhinces 4 the 8 at 
bun were, no doubt, immediately com- 
municated to the gueſts, and by them 


publiſhed abroad. I likewiſe think that 
there were more witneſſes: to the reality 


of this miracle than to the raiſing of 
Jairus's daughter; and that the firſt 
miracle performed by a prophet in Iſrael, 
after a ceſſation of miraculous powers 


for above five hundred years, muſt have 


made a deep impreſſion. Jeſus, lays the 
evangeliſt, thus * manifeſted forth his 


— 3 and: his "OO Bee on 
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„As to. the. miracles performed at 
Jeruſalem, you ſay *, till we know 


what they were, it is impolſible to know 
whether they were conſiderable c or not.” 


1 ogy 1 ke wal 5 that + 
very. probably they. were miracles of heal- 
ing: and few who reflect what a miracle 
is, and: who. was. the worker of theſe 
miracles, will entertain a doubt whether 
they were of an important nature. 

I am alſo perſuaded, though I cannot 
prove it, that our Lord taught at Cana, 
at Jeruſalem, and in Judea; though not 
ſo plainly conſtantly and publicly as 
when he departed into Galilee, which, 
preciſe period certainly conſtitutes an era 
in our Lord's manner of preaching, 
though. 
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though it was not the beginning of it. 

At the firſt paſſover Nicodemus ſtyled ü = 
our Lord “a teacher; and that he ſhould | 
call diſci ples, work miracles at the pafſ- 
over, and make and baptiſe converts in 
Judea, without imparting evangelical 
inftruckions, is to me wholly incredible. 
Nor do 1 ſee why, when Jefus's teaching 
is faid to have begun from Galilee , there 
may not partly be a reference to what 
paſſed en om: i. 43; and c. ii, 12. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Go 


bat Laſs ty iv. 14 is a doubtfiil 1 eber f 
of Jeſus- 8 reputation in Galilee before his 
journey thither, 1 readily allow : N but 


John iv. 45 is a «| deciſive one. e 
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*; „ Joby ii, 2 I Luke xxii. 5. AQ x. 37. 
1 P. 132. + | See my iſt Letter, p. 55. 
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St. John's words, © And ye alſo ſhall 
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bear witneſs, becauſe ye have been with 


me from the beginning *,” may be well 
explained from the goſpel Kiſtory without 


applying them to the + attendance of all 


the Twelve, except Matthew, from the 
particular time of our Lord's preachitig 
at Capernaum. Some of the Twelve 
were very early attendants' on our Lord, 
as Philip. and probably Nathanael; others 


followed him ſoon after the commence- = 


ment of his more public miniftry, as | 
Simon, Andrew, James, and John; of 


whom Simon and Andrew had a know- 


» — 


ledge of him prior to their regular at- 
tendance on him. And all were in a 


good fenſe attendants on Jeſus 4 from 
rhe 9 or pre * N part of 
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his miniſtry. St. Peter aſcends much 


higher than you do when he. ſays, 
& Wherefore of theſe men who have 
companied with us all the time that the 
Lord Jeſus went in and out among us, 


beginning From the baptiſm of John unto 


the day that he was taken up from us, 
muſt, one become a. witneſs. with us of 


* eee, 


1 my opinion 3 goſpel . im- 


* that our + Lord preached ſome 
time in Judea, and in a leiſurely journey 


through Samaria ; and that he preached 
and was rejected at Nazareth® before he 
reached Capernaum, that is, before the 


call of Peter and Andrew, James and 
John, to a conſtant attendance on him. 
And according to the plan of my 
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harmony, the Apoſtles were not ſepa-' 


rated from the reſt of the diſciples till 


more than a year after the commence- 
ment of his miniſtry.” Voufadd, “ Þhe 
wiſdom of this conduct is certainly not 
"nv, eb x 087 RUS e 


ae W is 4 55 difficulty 0 ap- 
poſing that Jeſus taught at leaſt as ſoon 
as he worked * miracles ? or, in other 
words, that he engaged the notice of 
men by his inſtructions at leaſt as ſoon as 
he challenged their aſtoniſhment of ng 
een cee 5 15 ft R 

hai as the Fay" were 1 65. 
lemnly ſet apart that, during Jeſus's 
l on his " 8 + might be with 
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| my Matth. x. 19 e. and Mark k. 2 15. 
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him, and that he might {end them forth 
to preach and to work :miracles;”. while 
he ved; us well as that, after his depar- 
tute, they might be his witneſſes and 
ſucceſſors; I ſee traces of a divine wiſdom 


in not giving an early alarm to the Jewiſſi 


rulers by a ſtep which might be conſtrued 
as importing the continuance of the reli- 
gion which" our Lord taugnt and in 

not immediately ſetting apart raw and 


uninſtructed men, whoſe duty it was to 


Po 


be, not only by a regular attendance oft 


him to qualify themſelves to bear witneſs 
of him, after he ſhould aſtend to the 


Father, but to preach and to work. 
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Judea. The embaffy of Prieſts and 


Levites aſked John; “ Why * baptiſeſt 
thou, if thou be not the Chriſt, neither 
Elias, nor a prophet? Hence we learn 
that bapti/ing was a mark of aſſuming an 
exalted character, and even one way of 


Auſelf. But Jeſus ſhewed 'a dignity in 


13 
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this reſpect exceeding that of John. 


For, whereas John baptiſed in perſon 
our Lord delegated the adminiftration-of 


this rite to his diſciples.) Hence, I think, 


we learn one reaſon of our Lord's ſtay im 
Judea: and hitherts his Nefſialiſtiip was 


declared or intimated by the wonders at 
his birth and h 
teſtimony of John, by making diſciples, 
by ſhewing a knowledge + of the moſt 


ſecret tranſactions, by the miracle at 


C John i. 25. + John i. 48, 9, 


iſm, by the repeated 


— 


1 „ 
dae diſplaying authority and pre 

c __ ._ ternaturaF power at the paſſover, by his 
diſcourſe to Nicodemus, and by uſing the 
| initiatory mite of cle in ene 

converts. Freet TED 


— 


f / 


| 2 n * appear that 5 e in 
| Judes/ till certain events happened; till 
| John was impriſoned, and the report 
E 7? of it reached him: and till the Phariſees f 


| heard that his baptiſm was more reſorted 
| to than that of John; which ſeems to : 
| imply more than a tranſient ſtay of a 
| very few days: whereas in your Calendar 

you repreſent him as keeping the paſſover 

on the 14th of en and n 2 
| on the _ mY 5 
Re 5 {2D : l | {IF 71 s © 8 A 7. 
8 Matth. Iv. Bl <=. oP John iv. 34 
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V. U ting Lake dhe 33 as! 4 n 
that the diſtance from Galilee to Jeruſa- 
lem was a journey of three days. In the 
preceding verſe our Lord ſays, Behold 
I caſt out demons; and I do cures, to 
day and to morrow; and the third day I 
ſhall be'* perfected: that is, 1 ſhall con- 
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tinue to exereiſe my miraculons powers 


a ſhort time longer, before I am put to 
preſſion: : for Jeſus was not literally eru- 
cified on the third day after he uttered 
theſe words. Then follows a repetition 


of - 


 M Hebr. v. 9. 


| 1 6 

ol the ſame ſentiment, with a ſlight varia- 
tion of phraſe, according to the uſual 
parallehfrd in the eafterh writings. © In- 
deed, there is a neceſſity that I ſhould 
remain on earth ſor a ſhort time longer: 
for a prophet muſt needs periſn, not 
in Gallee, but in Jeruſalem.“ After 
„ N ws ohpunger a aigir, the Coptic verſion 
| ſupplies du Wie" "Arab. and'Theo- 
phylact 0s a. k bad 
propoſed applying www Kiel ua] Woe 
u from the foregoing verſe , Which, 
Find, is alſo: the opinion of a fiend 
Mr. Turner in your Engltrtarmony's 
who ſeems to interpret the word reg, 
of _ "as INN 2a _— 
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See the note in my harmony, and the Perfic 
verſion. | "2 
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Suppoſe now: that the words ſhould: be 
naw « Nevertheleſs, I muſt walk 
to day and to morrow and the day 
following; “ ſtill the word wall may and 
ought to be underſtood metaphorically. 
* Ambulare hic eſt apenari, ſays Grotius. 
Vox mmbulare idem dic valet quod 
opera, quo ſenſu frequentiſſune vox 
 ambulandj accipitur,” fays Wolaogen. and 
refers to John Xii. 38, vii. 12. Rom 
viii. 44 Add John vn. 1. Luke i. 6. 
Nominat perendinum, ſeu tertium 
diem, ſays the ſame: critic very juſtiy, 
quia more Hebraico dixerat hodie et cas; 
Hoe enim ſibi vult, ſe adhuc ad tempus 
operaturum” &c. ''** Profici/cs hie idem 
valet quod operari, et munere ſuo fungi,” 
ſays Bretiius. Perendie' ambulare Fe- 
braiſmus eſt pro, eequi ſuam func» 
tionem, & ſuo "OE: fungi, pancis 


But 2 Wks adhuc 


© 


14 118 : 


480 Ann ſeu pauob tempore. Mar- 
lorat: # Whitby favours your interpreta- 
tion: but the ee reader mult 
| „ RIOW a e e 
u inn maſt als ter 3 
un ooncetuing the probability of Jeſus's 
preaching on his journey to the place of 
his abode in Galilee, as I underſtand 
Mark i. 14, Luke iv. 15; his teaching 
the Samaritans of Sychar, John iv. 41, 2; 
his continuance in that city; and the 
probable time of his reſidence in Cana: 
as I have nothing further to advance on 
theſe ſubjects. I ſhall only requeſt leave 
to mention, that though you reaſonably 
ſuppoſe Jeſus to have preached, and to 
have made digreſſions from the direct 
road, on his journies to the confines of 


5 _ fo Sidon and to Ceſarea Philippi, 


nothing 


th 
25 ee * 


12 nothing * of this is related in the 
hiſtory.“ On the former journey it is 
only recorded that our Lord healed the 
daughter of a Syrophenician woman; 
and on the latter, that Peter confeſſed 
him, that he twice foretold his ſufferings, 
that he was transfigured, and that he 
healed a demoniac. Theſe inſtances, 
and many others, ſnewy what large omil- 
ſions the evangeliſts make. hy 


8. K. Cn XII. 


u Herher nue. Vi viſited C apernaum 6 or. N. 
1 ann, 1 
"you guote Matth. iv. 17 « « Fil 
that time Jeſus began to preach, and. to 
Tay" Rel for the Kinggom of heaven | 
1 
| 50 e p. 106. 5 
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is at hints as a proof that the commence- 


ment of Jeſus's /preaching was after 


his arrival at Capernaum.“ p. 109. But 
*Lightfoot-fays, * There are two dates 


to be conjoined, from which this preach- 


ing of our Saviour is dated by the evan- 


geliſt; and both wlüch he intimateth 


and mentioneth in the verſes before. 


1. From John's impriſonment v. a. &c. 
2. When he was now come into Galilee“ 
&c. 5 


Lou next argue that the rejection of 
Jeſus at Nazareth, recorded by Luke, is 
the ſame with that recorded by Nuer 
and Mark, becaziſe each is attended - 
with ſeveral of the ſame cireumſtances. 
In both the people are offended at the 


0 _— of . 8 ee and in 


* * 4 


both 
. In loc. p. 627, V. 1. 


[ IAL } 

both he e that a oaks is not 
eſteemed in his own country *.” I add 
that in both he raiſes the adrmiration of his 


| heaters. 


oo 


But nothing can be more juſt than + 


Whiſton's remark : The reſemblance 
there is between ſeveral diſcourſes and 


miracles of our Saviour in the ſeveral 


goſpels, which the order of the evan- 
gelical hiſtory places at different times, 
is no ſufficient reaſon for ſuperſeding ſuch 


order, and ſuppoſing them to be the : 


very ſame diſcourſes and miracles.” 


Thus you very properly diflinguiſh 


the. two J unctions of our Lord, which 
Gretius confounds. And I think it 
| F necellary 


| „ . | + Harmony, p. 118. 
© Luke viii. 37, Kc. Matth. xxvi. 7, &. 
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neceſſary to admit a * repetition of the 
Lord's prayer, and of ſome other parts . 
in the ſermon on the mount, about 
which Lardner + has for once (es in- 


: SD Hr remarks. 
| Let us now een how Luke's nar- 
ration varies from that of the two other 
evangeliſts. 
_ + 1. St. Luke alone mentions the read- 


ing of a particular portion in Tfaiah. 
2. He is ſingular in that part of our 
Lord's ſpeech where he quotes a proverb, 
and refers both to what had paſſed at 
Capernaum and to the conduct of Elijah 
and Eliſhah. 3. He alone relates the 
anger. bs the Nazarenes, their attack on 


Jeſus's 
*® See Lake xi. 2 c. xii. 22 &c. 
0 Cred. p. ii v. 111. p. 153, 4. 


% 
2 papers life, and his mitaculous eſcape. 
4. I have obſerved in my letter, It 
Sl probable that on the former viſit 
Jelys W oi no/miracle.” N 
Tam willing, however, to allow that, 
as + the ſimilitude between à few; cir- 
cumſtances does not ſnew two hiſtories in 
the goſpels to be the fame, ſo neither do 
variations in a fe points prove them to 
be different: even when, as in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, the diſagreement is more 
ſtrongly marked than the agreement. _ 


You: fay that all I the difference 
which 1 pretend to find between the two 
ſuppo d journies is, ſhat in the firſt, 

e e I mentioned 


. 69. 
+ See Le Clerc's t two canons. Harm p. 350. 
I 15 110. 
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E ! 
mentioned by Luke, it ſeems probable 
that Jeſus wrought no miracle, whereas 
von the ſecond, mentioned by Matthew ” 
and Mark, he did not "ſo LOT. 
works.” 9255 
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This is not my only argument, but 
my third and weakeſt; and which I 


therefore introduce diffidently. Permit 


me to enlarge on my n ar gngenct. 


"Lot the reader * the ſeries of 


events in St. Luke's ne” # enagt. 
N | 


Vo Aſter Jeſus's temptation, he * returned 


into Galilee, taught in the ſynagogues, 


and came to Nazareth. The Nazarenes 


ſought his life : but he paſſed through 
: 33 
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. 
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the midſt of them, went his way, and 


came ene e ee 
The queſtion between us is, what 
particular Journey | to Capernaum St. 


Luke means. I aſſert it to be the ſame 


came and dwelt at Capernaum.” 4 


Now both theſe” aide are diſtin- 


guiſned by the call of Peter Andrew 
James and John: which event, according 


to your own harmony of St. Matthew's 


goſpel, preceded the miracle wrought in 


Capernaum on Peter's wife's mother: 
and St. Mark very diſtinctly Tn the 


NOTED in this order. 5 
5 „ 


A 


journey which St. Matthew * relates when 
he ſays, © And, having left Nazareth, he 


* 


7 226 1 


„ Bur _— of this is alſo St. Luke's * 
arrangement. For, in bis goſpel, $f 
Jeſus entered Capernaum he taught on 


the Sabbath, healed. a demoniac, and 


rebuked the fever of which Peter's wife 8 


mother lay ſick. Now. that the call f 


the four apoſtles in St. Luke was ante- 


cedent to theſe two miracles is allowed 
allowed by every attentive reader of the 


goſpels. St. Mark's words are a direct 


proof of it; And, + fanhwith, when 
they were come out of the ſynagogue, 


they entered into the houſe of Simon 
and Andrew, . with James and. John.“ 

St. Luke therefore relates this call by 
reſumption; ; and c. v. I ſhould be tranſ- 
ed, i Now it had come to pals, r 


Conle- 
Comp. Luke iv. 38. Mark i. 29. 
+iC. i. a9 ** 


5 


* Conſequently the journies from, Naza- 
reth to Capernaum, recorded by Matthew 
| and Luke, were followed by the ſame 

train of events; and both of them pre- 

ane the cal of the four SIN" | 


| The vin A Ale libeniſe 


3 the fame events as antecedent 
to the two journies in queſtion; namely, 


our Lord's ge ct Fl un his OI. 


1 ende e that the 8 


| Journey through Nazareth to Capernaum 


is refetred to by St. Matthew e. iv. 12, 
and is more particularly related by St. 


Let 


* Matth, iv. 11, 12. Luke iv. 13, 14, 


— 
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Let us now obſerve how, what I 
think, our Lord's fecond vifit to Nazareth 


after his public miniſtry is eircumſtanced 
in the goſpels of Matthew and Mark. 


Both theſe evangelifts relate it in a more 


advanced period of out Lord's miniſtry 3 
not only after the call of Peter Andrew 


James and John, but after the appoint- 


ment of 'the twelve apoſtles. St. * 
Matthew fays, ** It came to paſs that 


when Jeſus had finiſhed theſe parables, 


he departed thence ; and, when he was, 


come into his own country, he taught 


them in the ſynagogue,” &c. But thefe 
were the parables which our Lord 7 


expounded to the OR” 


— 


There 


as ©: X11. 3 | 5 
+ Mark iv. 10. See alſo Mark v. 37. vi. 13 


f 9 1 
There were therefore two viſits toy, 
nn and two ee there. 


p 8 21 


The Gllowing is Ln ebene 


He Mute 13 Luke iv. 31: The 


paſſage in the preceding ſection, con- 
oerning the unkindneſs and madneſs of 
Jeſus's townſmen of Nazareth, and con- 


cerning the danger of his perſon by them, 
doth ſo clear the dependence of this 
ſection on that; that there needs no more 


for the: Proof of the dependence than 
meerly laying them together: for al- 


though Matthew hath not mentioned the 
occaſion of his leaving Nazareth, yet 
Duke hath; and hath added, that he got 
from among the men of Nazareth, and- 
came down to Capernaum: and ſo he 
hath not only cleared Matthew's order, 


but bath alſo expounded his words, . 


E 5 Andi 
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Anu leaving Nuxureihi ſhewing the 
reaſon of his leaving it-* And Pilking- 

ton f ſays, © The preſent order of St. 
Luke goſpel direcis us ta lay this 
coming to Nazareth immediately after 
Chriſt's return out of Judea, when he 
came in the power of the ſpirit, and 
began his more public miniſtry.” And 
again: When the evangeliſts give ſuch 
clear and evident notations of their fol- 
lowing: the true ſeries of the hiſtory, as 
thoſe in many of the ſubſequent ſections, 
And leaving Nazareth, &c.” I shall 
ſpare both the reader and myſelf the 
trouble of attempting any further con- 
firmation of the order than what may 
be deduced from theſe notations. 
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Vou next conſider the words, « Whats - 


| fhever ® we have heard done in Caper- 


naum, do allo here in thy- country,” us 


clearly implying that Jeſus had e 
many extraordinary miracles there; and 
are quite unſatisfied with my reference 
of them to the cure of the. nobleman's 
fon. No this miracle Was as really 


done in Capernaum, as if Jeſus himſelf 
had been there: and. I have ſhewn that 


da may refer to a ſingle miracle. Mack 
night thinks that this verſe plainly Al- 


ludes to John iv. 46. Pilkington's + 
words are, We may take notice that 
what Jeſus here ſpake of his having before 
done at Capernaum, may properly be 
thought to allude to the miracle recorded 
John iv. 43 Kc; and may be looked 
en as a farther confirmation of the 
juſtneſs 
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"Lake i« 24s * Ubi ſupr. 


5 


Ne 


— —— > 
e — ng, 
T Ew 7 * r 


_ _ = p > - 7 
2 ——— —⏑ ä— — 
. i 


1 
juſtneſs of the Geer of this part of the 
hiſtory. And I will lay the learned 


Pricæusꝰ's note before our readers: a hic 


magis ad qualitatem, quam ad numerum 
(cum nuperis quibuſdam) retulerim: ut 
& infra 8. 39. 2 Tim. i i. 18, Bene ergo 


Vulgatus, quanta: i. e. qualia, quam 


magna. Others inſinuate that, on this 
very departure into Galilee, Jeſus viſited 
Capernaum, and performed miracles: 
there, after his journey to Cana and 
before his rejection at Nazaretir; and 
then returned to Capernaum and dwelt 


there. By admitting this, though I am 


inclined” to think it inadmiſſible, my 


| hypotheſis would not be at all affected. 
For I only aſſert the priority of the re- 


jection at Nazareth, recorded by Luke, 
to Jon 8 refidence at Capernaum, re- 
| corded: 


[. 135 ] 


cond Matth. iv. 13, and in what 1 
eſteem the parallel place, Luke iv. 31. 


You further ſay, Luke does not 
aſſert it as a point of chronology, of 
which he had taken pains to be particu- 
larly well informed, that the viſit to 


Nazareth preceded that to Capernaum.“ 


It is not the manner of the evangeliſts to 
make ſuch aſſertions: they eſtabliſſi their 
order uy _ IO and by the ſeries. 
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eil harmony of tie gofßpelr, aurbrlag to 


the ancients; eſpecially Euſebius and Epi- 
- 'phamus, and fome of the eke 9 
et Ee nearly pen mea Fir 


—_ * 4 * 


Tr would ane ala 211 eurio- 


ſity to # trace the progreſs. of harmo- 


niſing the goſpels from therearheſt times:” 


and your readers are obliged to you for 
the hints which you have furniſhed on 
that ſubject. Auguſtin's four books on 
the conſent of the goſpels ſhould be 
added to the ancient writers mentioned 
by you; and in the prefaces to Chem- 
nitius's and Pilkington's harmonies may 


b be N 


- © 2d Letter, p. 116. 
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t 438 4 
be 18 a Lk ae. be of 
1 harmoniſers, + ha. a 1 


The * #4 Taten, gy Ame | 


monius may be ſeen i in the. bibliotheca, *: ® 
Patrum. That Tatian diſtributed our 
Lord's miniſtry into f three ears, none 


can doubt who reads the following ex- 
tra act, which Lardner .has given us, Cred. | 
p. ii. v. ili. I 1 Et ha quidem res 


geſtæ finem {cundo dominicz pr zdica- 


tionis anno impoſuere.. Extremus annug 


predicationis idem illi plane qui“ & vite 
finis fuit. 1 3 8 


＋ . - wr. * 

1 7 2 wi "4 1 < y as 7 2 4 
e 11 13 Ev # fg Þ 
8. * 1 * 18 j : : "» =. $ 
= 2 4 - + * * = 7 4 1 1 2 4 1 : * E 


Speaking ck Eulebiüs 8 eh 18 1 
reſpect to the goſpel hiſtory you [ lay, 
bog That an opinion ſo weakly and incon- 


fiſtently | 


Tom. ii. and ili. = 2 letter, p. 114 
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4+ we Þ 
ſiſtently ſupported. ſhould hedge the 


_ prevailing one, and continue ſo to this 


day, is not a little extraordinary.“ But 


this opinion! is not maintained by modern 


harmoniſts on Euſebius's reaſons; but 


from attention to internal marks in the 
og 95 themſelves. | I. WTEDHUT © 2. 


0 


9893 . FE g 2 119 Z 2 hi? 1 8 15077 1 Z . ; 
& Epiphaniuss notion that our Lord 


preached one year, © without any oppo- 
ſition” from the, Jews, and another year. 


* in which. he ſuffered much. from their 


vexation and envy „ is contrary ta the 


tenour of the goſpel ey But hence 
we learn how prone the ancients were to 


interpret the acceptable year in the literal 


ſenſe, bow uncertain Xx tradition | is in theſe. 
. | matters, 


© 2d Lever, OK 
+ Ibid, p. 120, L 2, from the bottoms. : 


— 


1 
matters, and how little attention is due 


to the ſentiments of the early Chriſtian 


writers on this ſubject. In juſtice to the 


Judicious and venerable Lardner I muſt 


add, that he has not ſhewn any © inclina- 
tion to the opinion of Epiphanius, and 
others of that age, of Chriſt's preaching a 


year without oppoſitiun . In the paſſage 


which you quote, and in another Cred. 


Me ii. v. lit, p. 141, 2, he only divides 
r Lord's miniſtry into periods mare 


Joy leſs WT 


« You: t Baur ale the ca 
given by Epiphanius of the objections 
that the Alogi made to St. John's goſpel. 


They found fault, he ſays p. 444, with 
the goſpel of John becauſe he relates the 
attendance of Chriſt at two paſſovers, 


whereas 


* 2d Letter, N ia, l it F.. 
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„ 
| whereas: the other evangeliſts only men- 
ton liis attendance at one, viz. the laſt: 
though he adds they might have ob- 
ſerved a thurd paſſover mentioned in 


John's goſpel, 'viz. that at which he ſuf- 


fered. But how does Chriſt's attendance 
at two paſſovers affect 1heir hypotheſis, 
when they ſuppoſed that his miniſtry 
laſted at leaſt a Whole year; and conſe- 
quently there muſt have been two paſſ- 
©vers, at . e e 


It appears to me that the Alogi ſet 

he authority of the three firſt evangeliſts 
in oppoſnion to that of St. John, with- 

out obſerving their perfect agreement. 

They ſaid that the goſpel of St. 

John, becauſe he did not aſſert the ſame 
things, was irregular, or inadmiſſible, and 
R N that 


» Epiphan: p. 441- 


IL 

that they did not receive it; being miſ- 
taken in every thing and imd in 1 
eee r 
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I mal cloſe this TT with wi 8 
of the ſober and learned critic to whom 


we are both ſo much indebted in the 


courſe of this debate: and I defire that 


the reader will particularly apply it to my 


own attempt, leſt in any place I ſhould 


| _ leſſened the propriety or beauty of 


ur Lord's actions or diſcourſes by n 


| een arrangement, or ſhould have led 
the theological ſtudent to a miſcon- 


ception of the length or progreſs of our 
Lord's miniſtry. Speaking of Tatian's 


miſtakes, he ſays: Thete' S552 reſpect 
due to the firſt attempts in any part of 
knowledge. Nor are modern hartmonifts 


free = 


s Lardner . ü 1 iii. 139. 


| Tan 1 . - 
free from prejudged opinions. And I 
am apprehenſive that moſt of their har- 


monies likewiſe had need to be read 


with indulgence and caution, as wu as 
thoſe of the. ——_—_— it Sto) Ae; 
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MrsczlLANEOUSs OBSERVATIONS. ? 


So 
of the bis nulla, from cee 


vou ſay that, 40 except the general 
expreſſion of going about all Galilee &c. 


on which certainly no great ſtreſs can be 


laid, 1 cannot find any particulars of 


that excurſion. that can be ſuppoſed to 


have required a week.*.” 85 
87. 


* P. 133. 


t * 1 
St. Mark ſus! mat Jeſus preached in 
their Hnagogues throughout all Galilee.” 


In St. Luke f our Lord thus addreſſes 
the multitudes who would have detained | 
him; I muſt preach the kingdom of 
God to other cities alſo; for therefore 
am I ſent.” It follows; * And he preached 
in the Huagogues of Galilee” It is alſo 


7 added, that, after healing a leper in a 
certain city, Jeſus could no more enter 


the city, but was without in deſert 


1 


places: and they came to him from 
every quarter.” So that I may reaſon- 


ably extend the time for this excurſion 


beyond a week, without obſerving that 
the evangeliſts may have omitted many 
events which happened within the com- 


Laws of i it. 


: | ci 
| T C. i. 39. 1 C. *. 4 4 
I Luke v. 12. Mark i. 45 · 


L 1 


There are alſo many other things 
whieh' Jeſus did 7, &c. you repeatedly 
< anſjſt on-it that unleſs, in any caſe, fo 


much buſimeſs be diſtinctly pecißed, as 


would neceſſarily require more time than 


Vour hypotheſis admits, ſupported as it is 


by various external and independent w_ 
e Tu ane eee n bbs 
dy 1 on n ſubjea. "of the 
8 hiſtory is different from this. 1 
give weight to reaſonable implications, 
as well as to diſtinct ſpecifications. I 


% 


conſider the manner of the eyangelical 


writers; I learn from a compariſon of 
them, and from St. John's expreſs 
aſſurance, that they have made great 
omiſſions; hat I find myſelf Nl” to 


12 
r 
8 


it 143 TP: 11 5 


hulpest an hypotheſis which cannot. allow 
10 our Lord's tranſackions, where they 
are left at large; what ſeems the meſt 
probable portion of time, but ſcamtily. 
deals out what neceſſity requires. To 
give an inſtance : when Jeſus made his 
firſt circuit about Galilee; you allow eight 
days, incluſive; between his! departure 
from Capernaum and return to it. This 
return you place on the third day of the 
month Vihar. On the fifth you repreſent 
him as at Nain. On the ſixth, he croſſes 
the ſea of Galilee, allays a ſtorm, and on 
his landing cures a demoniac. On the 
ſeventh he 1 is u at Capemaum. 
R 


Of the time of the' journey is Mar 


>. 


— 


HE diſtance from Capernaum to 
Nain is ſo uncertain, chat it cannot, I 
1 think 


7 


people. 


— 


— 


chink, ins determined whether our Lord 
and his attendants performed this journey 
ö one day. There is no hint in the 
goſpels that our Lord journeyed in any 
other manner than on foot; and a dif- 
ferent mode of travelling on this parti- 


cular occaſion is ſcarcely ſuppoſable on 


account of St. Luke's ® words, that many 


of his diſciples went with him and much 


1 1. 
Of rhe _ Sabbath age the firſb. 


WE amb ed ſo underſtand the 


deuteroprote ſabbath, Luke vi. 1, as to 
explain its etymology. This is done by 


the interpretation in which I have de- 
dlared 


* "4 Vit. 11. 
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dared: my goquieſcence. | It may alſo 


be done ſome other ways: for inſtance, 

= - rendering the words the Second | prime 
3 Jabbath in contradiſtin&ion to the firſt 
Prime ſabbath, which immediately fol- 

lowed the paſſover; or, which would be 


a Me Bo 2 


Jer ng "ak the ſecond ſabbath after 8 
prime ſabbath, that is, after tile high 


ſabbath day of the paſchal week, ' But, 


by making this the fourth ſabbath after 
WW - paſſover, you pay no regard at all to 
8 hs reaſon of — name. 
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Vou aſſume without proof that, Whey” 


our Lord's diſciples plucked the eats of 


corn, they were in Galilee ; and if our 


Lord left Jeruſalem John v. Fo cc. before 


the regular time, he had good reaſon; 
fo at rhat feſtival che Jews ſought his life. © 
Rs I con- 
| Spa Xix. 31. 


— 


Saf 


3 . 
a \ _— 1 * 4 
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1 9 from the words of Moſes 


that; by the requiſite adjuſtment of the. 


Jewiſh calendar, barley was ripe | at the. 
ſeaſon of the paſſover, about the middle of 8 


their firſt month. Seven * weeks ſhalt. 
thou number unto thee: begin to number 
the ſeven weeks from ſuch time as thou 


beginneſt to put the ſickle to the corn,” 


Of the dl 2 . 2 10 
YOU vill find that, in p. 33, ot 


mp letter, I propoſe to the conſideration 


of my reader the very text which in this 

paragraph you repreſent me as omitting: 
* all men held John to be a prophet.” 
I may oppoſe to. it that, when Jeſus bap- 2 


ws tiſed 1 in LJudea,. if all. nen came to him. 


CONCLU-. 
2 8 


* 
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comm. 1ſt. ed. i. 438. 
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| CONCLUSION: 


MANY edel writers have aſ- 
ſigned a duration to our Lord's miniſtry 
differing from that which we ſuppoſe in 
our reſpective harmonies. Scaliger, Sir 
Iſaac Newton, Whiſton, Stillingfleet, 
Allix, Wells, &c. compute five paſſovers 
between our Lord's baptiſm and cruci- 
fixion. I formerly quoted * W hitby as 


_ oppoſing this opinion: but I find that 


he f afterwards acceded to it. For my 
own part, I do not ſee that, it has any 
foundation in the goſpels. We cannot 
infer a diſtinct feaſt from that recorded 
John v. 1, becauſe Jeſus's diſciples are 
faid to have plucked and eaten ears o 

2 | | 5 corn. 


-* Notes on my harmony p. 16. Whithy's 


— 


7 Comm. «th ed. i. 477. 


n 
1 = 


r 


— ITY 


Saas. 


— 


4 
4 
, 
| 
J 
7 


* * — ß — cer das Ctr cn 22 


PPP — A IE 
" . 


L 148 J 


corn. And other pallovers, ſu ggeſted 
by ſome, are ſtill more weakly founded: 


Macknight * for inſtance, introduces one | 


ſoon after the payment of the þ tribute- 


money; becauſe the Falmud ſays that 


the tribute was demanded in the laſt | 
month of the Jewiſh year. 


I will next very briefly ſtate the con- 
veniencies and inconveniencies of com- 
prehending our Lord's miniſtry within 
the ſpace of two years and about ſix 
months: of which opinion G. J. Voſſius Þ 
fays that, if he could recede from that in 
which Mr. Mann has cloſely followed 
him, ad nullam potius dilaberetur quam 
illam, biennium et paucos menſes du- 
raſſe duda, Chriſti: 528850 a veritate 
| - proxime 
* Harmony, Þ. 12. + Matth. zvii. 24. 5 
t Tom. vi. p. 87. . 


5 ; 


„ 
proxime recedit, et veterum multorum 
nititur auctoritate. And again: facile 
huic ſubſcribent ſententiæ, quibus durius 
videtur, quod de irigy geri in c. vi. 4. 

admiſſo ſuperius dicebamus. | 
Let it be ſuppoſed that John v. 1 was N 
the feaſt of pentecoſt e after 
the firſt e 1 


The ande df this Gſterh ani 
1. Jeſus attended the feaſt which directly 
followed the firſt paſſover ; and, becauſe 
the Jews ſought his life at that time, he 
intermitted his attendance on the four 
ſucceeding. feaſts of tabernacles, the de- 
dication, the paſſover, and pentecoſt. 
But, when his miniſtry drew towards a 
concluſion, he attended the feaſts of 
tabernacles, of the dedication, and of 
2 the 


— 
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40 ] 
the Wet at which he ſuffered. There 


ſeems to be a remarkable fitneſs i in this 


conduct: whereas, on the plan of my 


harmony, three feaſts between John ii. 
13 and v. 1 remain unattended for 
7 . realons By. 


25 Tis: too Herod 1 of FHP 
fame a year ſooner than I have ſuppoſed: 


yet not till Jeſus had preached and 
wrought | miracles in Galilee for near 
twelve months. 


— 


A may Gould think that, John v. 1, 


. fome other feaſt is meant beſides the 
pentecoſt ſubſequent to the firſt paſſover, 
for example the feaſt of tabernacles in 
the ſame year, let him obſerve how dif- 


ficult it will be to find a place for it 
between the ſeaſon of ripe corn referred 
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„ e eee STS 


„ OT 


to Luke vi. 1. and the raiſing of the” 


widow of Nair 8 fon, Luke Vit. 6's oh 


— 


The only Acne of lippe 


John v. 1 to be the firſt pentecoſt in 


our Lord's miniſtry is, that there ſeems 


to be leſs time allowed for our Lord's 


important inſtructiens and actions dur- 
ing the fifty days between John ii. 13 


and v. 1, than the decorum and full 


effect of them require. I have ſo little 
attachment to my own plan, that, if I 
could obtain ſatisfaction on this point, 
on which I would gladly know the 
opinion of able critics, I would readily 


relinquiſh it: and I will propoſe to my 
. readers a diſtribution of this time, which 
may recommend itſelf to them, though 
1 anno acquieſce in It mylet. 
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' Suppoſe then that We | 
Jeſus was at Jeruſalem ſome days 5 3 


fore the n n li. 1 3: and | os + 


nw} {5 dad ee. ns 
That be paſſed in Sol: e 
In the journey to ö eee and ſtay 
at Sicher - 5 
In the journey to Cana and . * 
In tlie journey to Nazareth and Ss 5 
{Theſe two laſt articles may be ſup- 
poſed to comprehend his preach-. 
ing in the ſynagogues cf Galikee.] . 
In his ſtay at Capernaum | 4 8 
In his tour about all Galile 16 “ 
In his journey to Jeruſalenm 4, _ 


e eee 


My readers will likewiſe obſerve, and 
calculate as they think fit, what number 


* 


K 153 


£ of min our Lord travelled | in this Tow 5 
_of ſane. 


Thus have I freely given you my 

_ ſentiments on the ſubject of our amicable 
debate: I have endeavoured to deliver 
them with the reſpect due to your emi- 
nence as a ſcholar, and with the good 
manners and goodwill which we owe 

| to each other as gentlemen and as 
Corona. Jam, 


. 1 1 
* : «2 a "> . O i 


RevszenD Six, 


Fuour moſt obedient 
And very humble d 
| WELIAM WATERF ORD: 
wt . 


March 20, 1781. 
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